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Thank you... 
And for my next 
trick, I shall turn 
the Palestinian 
resistance into 
hamburger. 


ARAFAT and his 
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The tinder for a new military explosion 
em in the Middle East is rapidly accumu- 

lating. Given the international signi- 
figance of the continuing turmoil in the 
region, the political response of the revolu- 
tionary movement, not only in the Middle East 
but around the world, on the question of 
another war must be absolutely clear. Today, 
this task is considerably more difficult than 
at any point in the recent past. 

This is not simply a matter of ideologi- 

cal and programmatic "correctness" which is 


devoid of any practical consequences for the 
North American and international left. In 


early December, a left-wing meeting in Montreal 


to discuss the Middle East was broken up by 

a mob of 300 Zionists. A few months earlier, 
thirty radicals, engaged in a peaceful pitket 
of a Yionist fund-raising banquet in Houston, 
Texas were attacked by fifty cops. Twelve of 
these comrades now face trumped-up criminal 
charges several of which carry maximum sen- 
tences of life imprisonment. Generalized anti- 
Arab racism is on the rise throughout Europe 
and North America fueled by the attempts of 
bourgeois leaders to blame the crisis of their 
economic system on the "Arab oil sheiks". It 
is precisely the concrete international rami- 
fications of the Middle Eastern situation 
which necessitates a firm political stand on 
the part of all socialists. 


A NEW SITUATION AND NEW PROBLEMS 


Between the 1967 and 1973 wars, the situ- 
ation was relatively straightforward. The Zi- 
onist state remained the universally acknow- 
ledged tool of imperialist intervention in 
the region. The driving force of the Arab 
revolution was an armed movement of dispos- 
sessed Palestinians fighting for national li- 
beration. The attitude of the international 
revolutionary movement on the central poli- 
tical question--solidarity with the Palestini- 
ans in the fight against Zionism--was basical- 
ly correct. But this position was accompanied 
by an uncritical attitude towards the petty- 
bourgeois leadership of the Palestinian move- 
ment. Nor were most socialists clear on the 
relationship between the Palestinian question 
and the other problems of the socialist rev- 
olution in the Middle East, 

Today, a variety of new factors make it 
all the more essential that the socialist 
position on the "Arab-Israeli problem" be 
based on firm political foundations. The Pal- 
estinian Liberation Organization (PLO) has 
indicated its willingness to renounce the 
armed struggle in favour of a Palestinian mini- 
state on the West Bank of the Jordan, a posi- 
tion which is backed by both the bourgeois 
Arab regimes and the Soviet bureaucracy. The 
Arab regimes are involved in their own process 
of rapprochement with US imperialism, modi- - 
fying Washington's total reliance on Israel 
to defend its interests in the region. Follow- 
ing the ‘oil crisis', the arab ruling classes 
are playing a new economic and political role 
internationally, The recent recognition of the 
PLO by the UN underlines these radical changes 
in the situation, 


The increasing complexity of the forces at 
work in the Middle East and the variety of 
pressures operating on the left from various 
quarters--from the anti-Arab and anti-"terror- 
ist" propaganda of the bourgeois media to 
Moscow's support for the mini-state--all high- 
light the political weakness of many sectors 
of the left and pose the threat of capitulation 
to such pressures, Revolutionaries can avoid 
this only if they are clear on some basic 
questions, 


THE PROPOSED PALESTINIAN 'MINI-STATE^ 


Support for Arafat's betrayal of the Pal- 
estinian struggle in the name of "identifi- 
cation" with the Palestinian movement comes 
most explicitly and predictably from the Com- 
munist Party: "Today the PLO represents the 
interests of the Palestinian people. King Hus- 
sein of Jordan has acknowledged it, the Arab 
summit at Rabat confirmed it and the UN made 
it a fact of life...It is time for Israel to 
deal. in acceptable .terma.Wigh the Palestinians 
(it) has wronged'(Canadian Tri. » November 
20, 1974). Given Moscow's current stance, the 
CP's position is hardly surprising. But the 
same stated reasons for supporting the mini- 
state--a simple equation of the policies of 
the PLO leadership with the interests of the 
Palestinian masses--are advanced by other 
sectors of the left, especially those under 


Maoist influence. 


But let us leave aside for the moment 
the fact that the PLO's present turn is being 
accomplished through the physical elimination 
of hundreds of its own cadres by Arafat's vigi- 
lante squads, and the fact that the Hussein who 
now 'acknowledges' the PLO's legitimacy is the 
same Hussein who butchered many thousands of 
Palestinian fighters during the 1970 civil war 
in Jordan. Beyond any of these considerations 
revolutionaries must base their position on the 
proposed West Bank state on its consequences for 
the Palestinian liberation movement and the Arab 
revolutionary struggle as a whole. A sober ana- 
lysis of the project can lead to only one con- 
Clusion: that the establishment of this state 
will be a grave setback for the Palestinian Arab 
masses. 

The West Bank state can only be established 
if Arafat is able to convince.imperialism of the 
PLO's willingness to terminate the Palestinian 
struggle and to actively crush any attempt to 
resume it. In return for a slice of the West 
Bank, he promises to be the guarantor of capi- 
talist 'order' and 'stability' in the region. 

Herein lies the broader meaning of the purge 
of dissident militants mentioned above, of the 
PLO's demands that Tunisia turn over captured 
hijackers to it for execution, of Arafat's 
"humanitarian" rhetoric about the "olive branch" 
at the UN. The formation of the Palestinian 
mini-state would mean the liquidation of the 
Palestinian movement, up till now the main rev- 
olutionary factor in the Arab East. This is 
precisely why the Arab bourgeoisies and sec- 
tors of world imperialism support the solutiog. 
For exactly the same reason, socialists must 
oppose it. 


ONCE AGAIN ON THE REAL NATURE OF THE ZIONIST 
STATE 


But opportunist support for the PIO's turn 
is not the only error which threatens to poli- 
tically compromise the left. Equally present 


editorial 


against a 
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are various tendencies to gloss over the spec! 
fic character of the Zionist staté to equa 
it with the Arab bourgeois states, and.to } 
tray the Palestinian question as merely an 
fortunate squabble over a piece of real es 
by two nations with equally legitimate clai 


Such tendencies are present both in more or 
less openly left-Zionist form and camouflaged f 
with ultra-left rhetoric about the bourgeois 
character of all the regimes in the area and 
the dangers of 'nationalism'. In this regard 
it is necessary to reiterate some basic facts 
about the character of the Zionist state. 

Israel was created by the pliysical annex- 
ation of Palestine and the brutal dispersal of 
its people. With each war it has expanded its 
boundaries and extended its direct military rule 
over the Arab masses, stripping them of the most 
elementary democratic rights. Therefore Israel 
cannot simply be lumped together with v ongtber, 
bourgeois states which comprise the region. Its 
Jewish population is not simply another of the 
region's several nationalities. Israel is a 
'colonialist-annexationist state. The Israeli 
Jews an oppressor natio: 
val of this state since its on 
pended upon the all-out support it has received 
from the U.S., in exchange for its role as the 
main counter-revolutionary tool of imperialism 
in the Arab East. 

This is not to deny that an important modi- 
fication in U.S. policy has occurred in the 
direction of closer co-operation with the Arab 
ruling classes in order to diversify imperial- 
ism's alliances. Nor is it to deny that this 
involves increasing rifts between Washington 
and Tel Aviv. Nor are we oblivious to the coun- 
terrevolutionary character of the Arab regimes. 
It is also true that there has been a qualita- 
tive change in the role of the Arab ruling 
classes in the world economy, due to the enor- 
mous quantities of capital they have accumulat- 
ed as a result of the ‘oil crisis'. 

This said, it is difficult to conclude that 
Israel's social structure and international 
role have ceased to be those of a colonialist 
and imperialist country; that it has ceased to 
be the principal instrument of the defense of 
world imperialism's interests in the region 
(the danger of a new war lies precisely in this 
fact); or that the Arab countries, despite the 
dizzying rise in the holdings of their rule 
have ceased to be backward, semi-colonial soci- 
eties. 

Under these conditions, the confrontation 
between the oppressed semi-colonial Arab masses 
and world imperialism primarily takes the con- 
crete form of a struggle to destroy the Zionist 
state. This is the central strategic task of 
the Arab revolution. Without it, the national 
and social liberation of the Arab workers and 
peasants remains little more than a dream. 

This certainly does not justify concessions 
to nationalist rhetoric about multi-class ‘Arab 
unity' or any unwillingness to struggle agaipst 
the chauvinism, xenophobia, and outright anti- 
semitism to which the Arab ruling classes and 
nationalist parties have sometimes resorted to 
in their efforts to canalize the legitimate 
anti-Zionist militancy of the Arab masses. Quite 
the contrary, the Middle Eastern revolutionary 
Marxists have been among the most intransigent 
fighters against these false conceptions. They 
are'in the forefront of those who have fought 
for the independent revolutionary mobilizations 
of the Arab workers and peasants against both the 


(continued on page 12) 


Since the 10-day str. 
x L] management of the Post Office has been 


e last April the 


preparing for the coming negotiations 
with a strategy that has seriously undermined 
the position of the unions, This strategy has 
four specific components: 

First has been a series of firings and 
suspensions aimed at the most visible and ef- 
fective militants. These measures have been 
especially common in Vancouver and Toronto, 
where militancy has tended to be far more ad- 
vanced than in most other English Canadian 
locals of either the LCUC or CUPW. Up to this 
point, most of these attempts have been ári- 
ven off, but in some cases they have succeed- 
ed. c 

Second, management has consistently tried 
to strip the CUPW shop Steward system of its 
power--refusing to let shop stewards speak 
during disciplinary proceedings, denying wor- 
kers the right even to have shop stewards pre 
sent, etc. This is coupled with a sharp in- 
crease in harrassment of all kinds to spread 
as much demoralization as possible, 

Third, management has begun taking steps 
to erode the RAND (closed shop) formula, and 
in so doing, to further undermine the unions. 
In November it sent letters to every postal 
worker in the country which said that if 
individuals choose, union dues would no long- 
r-be deducted from their paychecks. The Rand 
ormula has been a central part of Canadian 
ur relations since 1946, and the signifi- 
ce of this provocation has only been sur- 
issed by the fact that the unions have done 
mothing visible to fight it. 

Finally, management has continued to pave 
the way for automation. In several locations 
it has begun to shift and disperse staffs, 
resulting in decentralization, the creation 
of smaller work units, and the isolation of 
the more militant shifts and job classifica- 
tions. 

In the face of these provocations, the 
national 'leadership' of the CUPW and the 
LCUC have done nothing to prepare a common 


‘defence. Combining the solidarity of canni- 


bals with the strategic vision of ostriches, 
the CUPW-LCUC brass have brought the 1975 
postal workers' strike close to defeat even 
before it has begun. Both executives have 
actively sabotaged merger between the two 
unions, each for their own narrow interests. 
This has led to a situation where postal wor- 


where e ontract was dissolved in Oc- 
tober (with the dissolution of the Council 
of Postal Unions--CPU), and where the logi- 
Cal result of all this has been demoraliza- 
tion and apathy among both unions' member- 
ships. 


60 YEARS OF BUREAUCRATIC SABOTAGE 


Seeing their merger attempts wrecked is 
not just a recent event for Canadian postal 
workers. As far back as 1914 attempts were 
made to fuse the then existing postal unions 
into a single union, And as far back as 1914, 
the bureaucracies decided that merger threa- 
tenéd their own interests, and canned it, 
Sixty years later, their demagogic calls for 
unity continue, with merger no closer than it 
was before. 

For 'leaders' Davidson, Perrault, Parrot, 
and Decarie, the rhetoric of unity is cheap. 
But for 38,000 postal workers and letter car- 
riers across the country, the price of the 
rhetoric has been disunity, and that price 
has been a steep one even by today's stan- 
dards. The best example of this has been the 
effects of the CUPW-engineered dissolution 
of the CPU in October. In September, it 
launched a raid on post office truck drivers 
(mail service couriers) who were mostly re- 
Presented by the LCUC. The intent of this 
raid was to continüe a push to enable the 
CUPW to devour the LCUC whole at a later 
point. 

The CUPW is in a stronger position than 
the LCUC. It is larger and more militant. 
Over the past decade it has grown far more 
rapidly than the LCUC. Logically, any mer- 
ger between the two would mean that the LCUC 
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executive would wind up with the short end 
of the stick--in terms of positions, power 
and salaries. 

So, the LCUC leadership for years has 
blocked merger. It has refused to hold a 
national referendum of its membership, know- 
ing full well that the outcome would be cer- 
tain to have nasty effects on their standard 
of living. Where local referenda have taken 
place, these fears have been borne out--the 
Toronto local of LCUC voted 80$ in favour 
of merger last July. 

The CUPW national executive badly mis- 
calculated the results of its initial raid. 
When open season was declared on the mail 
service couriers, the Teamsters immediately 
joined the fray, signing up at least a third 
Of the drivers in a few weeks. Several local 
executives were pressured by angry memberships 
into denouncing the raid and attacking the 
bureaucratic maneuvers of the CUPW national 
executive. To cap it all off, the PSAC en- 
tered the scene as well with an application 
to raid the entire membership of CUPW and the 
LCUC: 

Although the status of the four applica- 
tions for certification is still quite uncer- 
tain, there is a possibility that certifica- 


tion for all 38,000 workers will be given to 
sail EEES 
paper of the Revolutionary 
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the CUPW. While such a development would 
have some advantages in diminishing the cur- 
rent disunity, it would be a merger dictated 
by the bourgeois state to strengthen the hand 
of the CUPW bureaucracy. Merger, yes, but 
only through a free vote of every postal wor- 
ker followed by a special delegate convention 
to establish policies determined by all pos- 
tal workers! 

For rank-and-file militants, the past 
months have been marked by a curious para- 
dox. Their influence within both unions has 
been growing, while at the same time they 
have suffered a number of reversals at the 
hands of their executives. 

On a number of occasions militants have 
taken over local meetings in Toronto and Van- 
couver, by mobilizing members to turn out to 
meetings around questions of unity, self- 
defence and preparation. The Toronto local 
meeting of November 17 provides an idea of 
what has happened at such meetings. Mili- 
tants put forward a motion calling on the 
LCUC local to co-sponsor a joint meeting to 
prepare a joint defence of several shop ste- 
wards who had been fired and/or suspended, to 
move toward setting up joint LCUC-CUPW com- 
mittees, and begin organizing a real prepa- 
ration for the coming strike. When this mo- 
tion was passed, the floodgates opened. A 
torrent of other motions followed: to cen- 
sure the Toronto CUPW local president for 
refusing to come to the meeting, to lay 
Charges against the CUPW national president 
(acting) for violation of national conven- 
tion decisions of the union, to restate the 
local as being in favour of merger, etc, 

Every initiative taken at the rank-and- 
-file level to set up joint meetings of CUPW 
and LCUC has been sabotaged by the local exec- 
utives. They have lied, stalled, maneuvered 
and openly defied local decisions in order to 
prevent joint membership meetings from taking 
place. This maneuvering has been partly suc- 
cessful, It has stifled rank-and-file efforts 
to move toward a united offensive, but has 
often tended to produce anger instead of apa- 
thy. j 

A number of local executives have only 
been capable of controlling their membership 
by speaking in favour of merger, against the 
raid, etc. Of course, this has been all pure 
demagogy, but in the past it has succeeded in 
confusing many militants as to the real na- 
that they have been forced to take over the 
past few weeks have demonstrated conclusively 
that the pseudo-left bureaucrats in CUPW and 
LCUC (of which Vancouver's Bob Hamilton is’ 
the grossest example) have proved themselves 
as being basically no different than Davidson 
or Decarie. 


WHICH WAY FORWARD? 


The key to the situation now lies with 
preparation by all active postal militants 
on three specific but overlapping questions: 
unification; defense against repression; and 
the fight for contract. 

* A real unification of all postal workers 
will come about only if they fight as a 
single force against the repression and 
for a new contract. It is critical there- 
fore that local joint membership meetings 
go ahead in January. 

* Management must not be allowed to pick 
off the militants anymore. All counsel- 
lings, suspensions, and firings must be 
met by full appeal procedures backed by 
the threat of work disruption. 

Preparation must begin now to plan the 
details around the fight for a new contract: 
regular meetings to inform the membership 
during negotiations; rank-and-file committees 
to plan picket action; gaining the active sol- 
idarity of other unions; propaganda to explain 
the struggle of the postal workers to the 
public, etc. etc. 


These tasks can no longer be left to a 
simpering bureaucracy. They must be taken up 
by the workers themselves! 
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INTERVIEW 


ROSIE 


ary active in Canada now for ten years. 


serving 18 months of a 30 month sentence for " 


Rosie Douglas, born in the British colony of Dominica, has been a black revolution- 
He has just been released from jail after 
unlawful occupation" in the Sir George Wil- 


There iS a crisis everywhere the capit- 
alist mode of production exists...0f course, 
this crisis creates problems in Canada.The 
Canadian government says why not use the 

me measures as are being used in Europe2-- 
blaming it on immigrants, and then dividing 
workers, most of whom receive their informat- 
ion from the establishment papers, These work- 
ers begin to think that the main problem is 
the threat from immigrants, so that they beg- 
in to support measures to deport immigrants 
and to silence those who are here and those 
who are political like myself and at the same 
time hopefully cooling the rancour, cooling 
the frustration of workers themselves. And 
giving them the psychological lift that, af- 
ter all, they are really above these people 
anyway. Immigration policy is closely related 
to racism at a time when workers mora than 
ever need to work together.So from that stand- 
point I see the deportation of 1500 Haitians 
as a manifestation of that particular type 
of policy being pushed by the ruling class. 


The focus of the government's policy is to 
'protect' Canada against a flood of non-Eur- 
opeans:blacks, Asians, and Latin Americans. 
Why is there such an increase in the number 
of workers migrating from the colonial coun- 
tries? 


ee 


People migrate from the Third World bec- 
ause Canada and other metropoles in the past 
four hundred years have absorbed millions and 
millions of dollars in surplus value from the 
labour of peoples of the Third World, They € 
have engaged in profligate exploitation of 
their raw materials, have used them as mark- 
ets with grossly unequal trade arrangements. 
Because of that those communities have found 
themselves in a position where there is not 
sufficient money from the national income be- 
ing re-invested in those societies. As a res- 
ult there are no jobs, no basic facilities 
for medical attention, no decent housing or 
basic nutrition. People then have to move 
away from the hinterlands of imperialism to 
the opoles where they are prepared to en- 
a the worst type of sweat-shop work be- 
cau; en that is better than the conditions 
that they left. It's not a situation where 
Canada is doing these countries a favour by 
accepting these people here. It is the right 
of people of the Third W 


rld to go te 


Lue metropolitan countries. And once they 
there it is their right for the metropoli 
countries to provide them with the proper 
technical training and to allow them to part- 
cipate as other workers in the development 
the Yy. Workers from the Third World 


liams University struggle in 1969, against racism at that institution. Although he now 

faces deportation by the Canadian government, he is still willing to make his views well contributed tremendously to the industrial 

known. In the first part of this interview with the OLD MOLE he discusses racism and in- development whether it's Britain, Scandinavia, 

migration, and on the back cover, the conditions facing Haitian immigrants if deported. West Germany, Switzerland, the US or Canada. 
In the second part, Douglas traces the development of his politics from black nation- 


countries in the metropolitan countries have 


alist to a Marxist-Leninist perspective--reflecting a political evolution by a signifi- 


Cant current within the black movement, 


Any attempt to deport comrade Douglas back to Dominica (he is banned from several of 


the Caribbean is]ands) must be met with the broadest possible defense. This is particul- 


arly urgent in view of the fact that the state's "certificate" arbitrarily rescinds his 


right to appeal this order. 


The government is trging to deport you.How 
do you see your situation in relation to the 
larger context of immigration policy in 
Canada, which involves the deportation of 
many immigrants, but particularly non-Europ- 
eans? 


What I am particularly concerned about 
is that there is an increased level of pol- 
itical repression and racism in the country 


ol MEDIA 


HOOPLA 
OR SEAMENS OUTRAGE 


Maverick NDP critic Morty Shulman has re- 
@ cently exposed in the Ontario Legislature 

a ‘new connection’ between the Seafarers 
International Union (SIU) and the Liberal Party 
machine. The SIU executive has been making don- 
ations of funds, workers and member votes to 
the election campaigns of Labour Minister Munro 


4 


parallel to the kind of situation that 
developed in Western Europe, because vf the 
Crisis of capitalism. This crisis has caused 
the governments concerned to use any possible 
device to divert attention away from the real 
problem, to divide those who are most a ct- 
ed by the economic crisis, to cause great 
harm to black people and other immigrant 
people, Then my whole case is right in the 
middle of the present immigr. 


and to Soliciter General Allmand, among others. 
The SIU brass have apparently bragged that they 
"have the Liberal Cabinet in their pocket". 
Shulman has called for a royal commission in- 
vestigation into the nefarious SIU. The Liber- 
als are ducking--hoping the whole m SSy busi- 
ness will blow over--so they can return to the 
serious affairs of running the country for the 
industrialists and financiers who really do 
have the Liberal Cabinet in their pocket. 

Rather than get caught up in the great 
bourgeois hoopla of accusation and evasion, we 
would do well to look at the whole affair from 
the viewpoint of what it means for the workers 
involved. Yes, the SIU is a scandal. But it is 
à scandal perpetrated above all on Canadian 
Seamen and on the labour movement in this 
country. 

The Liberals have a cozy relationship with 
the SIU brass--true enough. But it is the 
Trudeau Cabinet who have the SIU eating out of 
its hand, and not visa-versa. The Liberals 
like and protect the SIU gang, even if they do 
go a bit overboard once in a while beating up 
dissident seamen. Why? Because the SIU polices 


Fast groups have recently stepped up their 
racist slanders and physical assaults on 
blacks, Asians, and left groups. what has 
been the response of the black community? 


Three years ago when the Western Guard 
began their campaign in Toronto, I found my- 
elf one of the early victims. 
ashed, tires slashed. If a prompt response 
had been made from the community as a whole 
then maybe there would be no Western Guard 
Because the Western Guard obviously 
had an opening they began to move in to ex- ~ 
ploit it. As long as I am here, and there are 
many oi who are concerned as I am, 


My car was 


its workers effectively for capitalist in- 
terests. The SIU is a company union. The 
latest beatings and threats, which Shulman 
exposed, were against union members who op- 
posed the sweetheart contract which the SIU 
had signed with the Shipping Companies. Gangs- 
ter treatment for the members and sweetheart 
deals for the bosses (and their party) is 
nothing new for the SIU. 

The SIU was set up on the Great Lakes in 
the late 40's with one purpose--to smash the 
Canadian Seamans Union. The CSU was a militant 
fighting organization. Many of its members were 
members of the Communist Party. The Liberal 
Government of the day, under St Laurent, 
quietly decided to sponsor a wreck? ng opera- 
tion. The notorious thug Hal Banks was im- 
ported to do a job on the CSU. Banks and his 
goon squad threatened any seaman who refused 
to switch unions and beat any who dared to 
fight back. But the victory of the SIU in this 
bloody raid was not primarily because of Banks’ 
gangster methods. Perhaps more importantly, it 


was because Banks had the shipping companies 
and the Liberal governmen y 


rs 


would prepare ourselves and organize ourselves 
Specifically to defend against vigilante 
groups like the Western Guard. We would meet 
them head-on with whatever they come with. 
Like the Teddy Boys in England or the Ku 

Klux Klan in the United States, you cannot 
fight against the Western Guard through the 
police because their activity is advantageous 
te the present policy being pursued by the 
government. 

So although one guy from the Western Guard 
might have one or two months in jail their 
activity is having an impact way beyond their 
numbers. The only way in the final analysis 
you are going to deal with them is to meet 
force with force. If it means we are going 
to have to deal with them physically, we are 
going to have to deal with them. I mince no 
words about that...We are not going to toler- 
ate any kind of physical harassment from any- 
body, particularly organizations which are 
basically illegal but which can depehd upon 
the protection of the official society to whom 
we pay taxes. 


Police brutality is now front-page news in 
the capitalist press. The question of prisons 
aside, what has been the experience of the 


~~ black community in dealing with police harass- 


nt? 


The police have been taking a lot more 
liberties in the black community then they 
have in the past,not that they haven't taken 
them before. Particularly among the youth who 
are being beaten, threatened, having things 
planted on them, We have a situation in some 
areas ot the city where illegal immigrants 
live, that slum-landlords are in co-operation 
with and inform to the police. And what you 
find is that, like always, those of the black 
middle class speak from both sides of their 
mouth. They don't want to come out overtly 
and be identified as speaking out against it 
because they feel it will affect their social 
mobility. At the same time, they want to main- 
tain credibility in the black community and 
they cannot do that by staying silent. 

And as long as black workers, whether do- 
mestics, nurses, factory workers or carpenters 

e unorganized, of course, it's somewhat 
the police, racketeers, slumlords 


of increased police harassment as linked © 
organically with the low level of political 
organization inside the black community. I 
see that a new level of political organizat- 
ion is almost a necessary requisite to reach 
any new level of seriously challenging the 
police. 
ee 
Solidarity actions in Canada against racism 
and chauvinism are key. But your experience 
has also shown the importance of internation- , 
al solidarity as well. 


Yes, from the Sir George thing we learned 
that you get as much action out of the Canad- 
ian government when there is an international 
reaction as when there is a national reaction. 
If there had been no demonstrations in the 
Caribbean we would have been im jail still. 
Thé only time the tide changed and when most 
people got off was when the Caribbean people 
acted, that is when the dialectical relation- 
Ship between the Caribbean and Canada came 
into focus and pressure came back from the 
Caribbean, when the Caribbean struggle itself 
began to emerge--a struggle to make a defin- 
itive break with imperialism, to restructure 
our economies on democratic lines with work- 
ers' and peasants' in control. 


collabórating with the bosses he got control 
over the hiring process. Pretty soon, CSU mem- 
bers found they couldn't get hired on--while 
the SIU signed up anyone who wandered onto the 
docks. The CSU was finished. 

` Later on, there was a whole series of scan 
dals around Banks' deportation and then extradi- 
tion--all of which demonstrated pretty clearly 
that the Liberals were doing cartwheels to 
avoid prosecuting Banks and his cohorts for 
flagrant crimes. Eventually a Royal Commission 
was set-up to investigate the SIU and its 
findings are still top security. Finally Banks 
was kicked out of Canada, and the union was 
placed under trusteeship until 1968. Through 
all this, the 'clean' Conservatives were 
pushing for a 'government inquiry to clean up' 
the SIU mess. But any government involvement 
they did get from the resistant Liberals and 
from the Diefenbaker government, including the 
Royal Commission, did not help the seamen one 
bit. Quite the contrary. 

After all this government meddling, the 

SIU is still a company union. Its leaders still 
tromp on members who vote against its contracts 


—————— 
As an active participant in the black nation- 
alist struggles of the mid-sixties, how do you 
view the political developments of black mili- 
tants since this period? 

You had a struggle going on in the late 
sixties between two nationalist factions: 
those who called themselves revolutionary 
nationalists and those who called themselves 
cultural nationalists, The cultural nation- 
alists were basically involved in an identi- 
fication of their African past, with race, with 
blackness as an end in itself. It was a "black 
is good-white is bad" kind of position. It 
didn't attempt to deal with capitalism at all. 
The revolutionary nationalists were those like 
the Panthers who were involved in militant 
activity, but New Left in the sense that they 
weren't involved with workers to any great 
extent. They were not able to evolve a revo- 
lutionary programme to get into workers' 
organizations or to build black workers' 
anizations. 

What began to happen was that while both 
sections were identifying with Africa, and with 
Malcolm X, many of them had failed to deal with 
the fact that Malcolm had begun to evolve a 
position where he was saying that you can't 


org- 


The Canadian state considers 


Rosie Douglas to be a “risk to 


National Security". Or so he i: 


branded by a specially-issued 


government certificate. 1f we 
add to 'risk to National Security' 


the words ofthe capitalist 


class, then we can appreciate 


understand what's going on in the Mississippi 
if you don't understand what's going on in the 
Congo. What Malcolm was really saying to me was 
that the multi-national corporations that con- 
trol the Congo also control you in the United 
States. And until you understand imperialism 
and the way it operates it's not good enough to 
Say that you are black and that you are going 
to go back to your African past. In the most 
extreme cases people wanted to go back to prim- 
itive communalism as a mode of production. But 
primitive communalism existed in most societies 
in the world at some stage of their develop- 
ment, and there was not all equality and beauty 
and harmony during the primitive community 
stage. This was a backward phase of human dev- 
elopment. To return to that in today's indus- 
trial world is impossible. The time will never 
come when you can go back to Africa physically. 


And even if we went to Africa we would find 
that there is more neo-colonial repression 


from blacks in Africa than within the black , 
Community in America itself. So now when we 
come in and start talking about the role of 
neo-colonialism in Africa--people like Haille 


Its elections are still fixed--as the vote for 
the current boss Gralewicz against Glasgow 
showed. "Shotgun" Gralewicz was one of Banks 
bodyguards. Not much has changed in the SIU. 

And now Morty Shulman is parading as the 
seamen's saviour, demanding yet another Royal 
Commission to investigate the SIU. This might 
seem like a good idea to many militants. Ob. 
viously, both the Gralewicz gang and the Lib- 
erals would like to avoid such an investiga- 
tion. But that in itself doesn't make it a 
good thing for the seamen nor for the labour 
movement in Canada. Witness all the past 
investigations. 

Whenever a capitalist government gets in- 
volved in refereeing disputes in the labour 
movement, it has one interest--to see that 
capitalist justice is done. That basically 
means to cool things out, pretty them up, pre- 
Serve business unionism, and keep the workers 
exactly where they are--scared and without a 
real union which acts in their interests. 

Yes, the SIU should be investigated--by a 
jury of its peers--by a responsible commission 
af the workers" movement in Canad: 


Salassie, Nyere, Jomo Kenyatta and the whole 
lot of them--Manly,Burnham,Williams etc. in 
the Caribbean, then many people began to become 
very uneasy. 

Then people began to hang on to Amilcar 
Cabral. Even before Cabral, people moved from 
du Bois, Garvey and George Padmore and to Fanon. 
The culmination of that ideological metamor- 
phosis was Amilcar Cabral who began to place 
the emphasis on the masses of the people, began 
to call the petty-bourgeoisie what they were, 
and began to identify the linkages between the 
petty-bourgeoisie and world imperialism. So he 
was the first black theoretician who began to 
unite theory and practice. Being engaged in a 
day-to-day basis in a guerrilla war against the 
Portuguese backed by NATO, he was able to first 
hand demonstrate through action what it meant 
to win a war of liberation. 

—— e P y 
What has been the result of this experience for 
the work of militants in North America? 

ac aar at eA on iaae 

In the United States, people like Immamu 
Baraka were rigidly cultural nationalists and 
have moved. He had got to the point with 
Gibson in Newark where he realized that Gibson 
was obviously just anothér lackey of imperial- 
ism. That experience forced Baraka to move and 
reassess his whole position and now he's work- 
ing with workers, organizing taxi-drivers, 
maids, entertainers and garbage collectors. 
That is the level Baraka is beginning to move 
at now. People like Owusu Sadauki who was head 
of the African Liberation Support Committee 
has moved and is working with unions, and 
working with hospital workers in North Carolina. 
That is a trend which has begun to develop. 

There will be no time in North America when 
blacks as a minority will take power, with a 
black government in America or Canada. We are 
workers in North America. Ninety-nine per cent 
of our community are people who are workers. Of 
the 70 per cent of Canadian workers who are non- 
unionized for example, eighty or ninety per cent 
of our community falls within that range. So 


that the real problems that workers face, __ E 
white and black, we face too. Until and unless 
we can begin to deal with that, no amount of 

nationalism is going to stop this. However we 
do recognize that it still remains our respon- 


sibility to fight against racism and to be 
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And in Canada? 
iari oT Ls 

In Canada we are now only at the beginning.  . 
1f you look at the media of the black community 
--The Islander, Contrast and Spear--they work 
basically within the confines of the bourgeois 
political parties and 'official opinion' from 
the newspapers but from a black perspective. 
But at one and the same time while we are begin- 
ning to expand the scope and perspective from a 
straight nationalist perspective to look at the 
question of the capitalist crisis and socialist 
transformation, and begin to speak to that, we 
also realize that it is our responsibility to 
begin to fight racism and to build links with 
other organizations, to build alliances. We are i 
reaching out to other organizations to discuss 
possible areas of cooperation, to discuss joint 
programmes and publications. 

All this government spending that divides 
the community and keeps people fighting among 
themselves into dead-end areas where it has 
made no impact on the white community or any 
other community has to be understood for what 
it really is. It is a device to force the 
black community ass-backwards into the 
Canadian mosaic. That we have to reject 
completely. 


hierith 


"There will be free overnight parking on 
Toronto's residential streets... 


Free public transit... 
A revamped ambulance service... 


Improved facilities for soccer and other 
outdoor sports... 


Subsidized neutering of cats and dogs. 


ISSN AUN UNES 


Promises, promises. But cynicism stalks 

the land these days--fortunately--for 
the political bushwhackers in this case are 
the well-larded lads of the fascist Western 
Guard 'Party', led by the personable Don 
Andrews. 

The campaign was supported by organiza- 
tions of such dubious origin as The Wnite Peo- 
Ples' Vigilantes, The Christian Anti-Communist 
League, and the Ezra Pound Institute of Inter- 
national Studies (sic). 

Andrews finishéd second to incumbent David 
Crombie in the Toronto mayoralty election 
Dec. 2 well ahead of socialist Joan Campana. 
Observers attribute Andrews' 5,000 votes to 
his clean name and to his position at the top 
of the ballot in a contest where anti-Crombie 
voters had no 'credible' alternative. The 
fascist promised to clean up the Yonge Street 
porno strip in his campaign as well as to de- 
sex animals, This is hardly the Guard's full 
program. 


SUBTERRANEAN NIGHTMARES 


Andrews and the Western Guard are nazis 
They sell stickers that say "Mongrelization is 


& And a chicken in every pot, we trust. 
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Genocide." They plaster Toronto with slogans 
like "White Power" and "Juden Raus" (Jews. Out) . 
They attack Blacks and Asians on the streets. 
They celebrate the birthday of Benito Mussoli- 
ni. They like to play with the helmets and sa- 
brós of dead German soldiers. 

Using less conspicuous weapons on June 16, 
the Guard burst into a CITY-TV program featur- 
ing Black musicians and injured several people. 
They say the station is "a Zionist-run outlet * 
of garbage" which promotes “Zionist race-mix- 
ing" programs such as "a film depicting 'typi- 
cal Canadian life' showing a black man and a 
White woman repeatedly kissing." 

One Western Guard whiteman claims to have 
"made a detailed study that persuades him 
blacks are not only an inferior race but a dif- 
ferent species" (Toronto Star). If one's re- 
Searches are confined to beer labels, girly 
magazines and the Toronto Sun, such a result 
is not surprising. For the WGP, not only are 
Blacks another species entirely, but they are 
overrunning Toronto to the extent that the 
Guard has declared several areas of the city 
"unfit for human habitation." 

The Western Guard patrols the dark tunnels 
of the Toronto subways at night, lest white 
women be terrorized by marauding Blacks. They 
Seek to preserve the virtue of this racial 
property for their own rapist fantasies. Pity 
the soiled goods, the unreachable, shimmering, 
golden teenage virgins who betray their white- 
ness and the fascists' vile dreams in the bed 
of a Black man. 

"Our white trash, those white whores whose 
life revolves around the titillation of their 
genitalia by Negro studs; they will...have to 
take in the entire range of Negra ‘culture’ 
amid the mud huts, beggars and unflushed toi- 
lets of the West Indies." 

Unfit for numan consumption. 


STRAIGHT RACISM 


The organ.of the Western Guard Potty 


carries this message is called Straight Talk. 
Several months ago it offered the brownshirts' 
thoughts on the then-approaching civic elec- 
tions: 

"In the next election you will have a 
choice as the WGP again runs candidates for 
municipal office. Our slogan of ‘white Power' 
means that this city will be run in the inter- 
ests of White People. Fundamental to thé in- 
terests of White People is the maintenance of 
a homogeneous White-European racial stock. 
That means a total halt to coloured immigra- 
tion and an immediate start to repatriation... 
White race-traitor politicians will be dealt 
harshly with" by the Guard as they are guilty 
of nothing short of "treason," by facilitating 
"the genocide of ghe White race through mon- 
grelization." The Western Guard Party believes 
"there is a war coming in which the colour of 
your skin will be your uniform." According to 
the Guard "If our nation was destroyed--even 
in nuclear war--it would be rebuilt culturally 
and technologically, as was Germany after 
World War II, provided our White racial stock 
with its inherent qualities were kept intact. 
However, should Canada become mongrelized with 
the blood of Africa, this nation will eventu- 
ally sink right down to the stone-age level of 
Black Africa, never to rise again." (And wnere 
in your fevered terrors is the edge of this 
flat earth?) 

To forestall mongrelization, the Western 
Guard attacked a large meeting of the Toronto 
left April 7, sponsored by the Toronto, Commit- 
tee for tne Liberation of Portugal's African 
colonies. To win support, they got scab jobs 
in the Artistic Woodwork plant during that 
bitterly-fought strike. Last summer they par- 
aded down Yonge Street in Nazi uniforms agi- 


tating for a cleanup of the strip. 
LOOKING FOR CREDIBILITY 


But none of this finally showed up, as 
promised, in the fascist election campaign. 
Instead, an ambiguous populist demagogy (ex- 
emplified by the election promise first quot- 
ed) was put forward. The WGP offered a "strong 
and sensible government" pledged to closing 
down the Yonge Street mall and converting 
"dope centre Rochdale" (known as a 'hippie' 
residential highrise) into a senior citizens" 
home. Only later, presumably, does the voter 
discover that fascism neuters the future as 
well as cats and dogs. 

They had to turn to deceit and opportunism 
sooner or later--being forthright nas gained 
them nothing from Toronto "White People," who, 
possessed of the pernicious "Canadian Cool" 
and duped by the media, feel altogether too 
secure, they say. "Joe Canada....Politically 
he stays away from the right or some Jew will 
call him a nazi." 

Nazi. 

With some tactical sense they have decided 
to downplay the overtly fascistic elements in 
their program in favour of supposedly vital 
common issues of the day. Parading in the garb 
of conservative populism they hope to gain 
public exposure and new recruits. 

Social tensions are increasing, and, pre- 
dictably, it's open season on scapegoats. Li- 
ars and governments choose the path of least 
resistance leading to prejudice and ignorance. 
"Third World' immigrants cause unemployment 
for Canadians, they insist; workers' greed is 
behind inflation; 'moral permissiveness' is 
said to be the cause of worldwide social dis- 
integration, 


The Western Guard Party is a small and 
isolated group. But as the social crisis de- 
velops the possibility of fascist groups gain- 
ing a social pase becomes real. They already 


nave some support among anti-communists in the 
large East European community. Openly racist 
attacks are not limited just to anti-black 
activity. In Vancouver and Toronto members of 
the East Indian community have also been vic- 
timized. Their homes and temples have been 
vandalized. In a tortured time racism and anti- 
communism can have a particular appeal, but so 
can proposals that are aimed more directly at 
aleviating social and economic insecurity. The 


Guard promises "jobs for all able bodied workers 


including those trapped on welfare." Just like 
Germany. "In six years time, by controlling the 
economic system, Hitler built the inflation- 
famished Germany to such strength (6,000,000 
unemployed were immediately put to work)." 

And six million others were immediately put 

to death. 

Their "Toronto Manifesto" supports “the 
practice of profit sharing in industry as the 
best incentive to all workers," and "workers' 
partnership schemes...consultation between 
workers and management on profits as well as 
Wages." We remember the ovens but tend to for- 
get this other side of tne appeal of what Hit- 
ler called National Socialism. 

It is too easy to make a caricature of 
fascism and underestimate the threat it poses 
even in infancy. All of the elements of its 
Program find their echos in capitalist ideo- 
logy--racism is a social sickness completely 
a part of conventional capitalist society; 
the glorification of female virtue and its 
corollary, the 'white trash whore,' are no- 
tions deeply embedded in bourgeois conséious- 
ness; the idolization of authoritarian leaders 
is rooted in the patriarchal family. As tne 
capitalist social system decays and proves in- 
capable of meeting even the most basic needs 


of the individual, social movements develop to 
channel and organize the resulting frustration. 

Fascist movements can be attractive, for 
they provide all-encompassing emotional exper- 
iences which allow the adherent to live out 
nis anger in an immediate sense. Enemies are 
everywhere and easily identifiable--Jews, 
Blacks, or Commies. Fascist ideology is not 
alien to that of capitalism. 

The Western Guard Party is developing its 
strategical sense. It is constructing an elec- 
toral front to compleuent its goon squads in 
order to puild a base. It need not be success- 
ful. 

In Europe, where the social and political 
Crisis is much more acute, fascism has emerged 
once again. In some countries, notably Italy, 
they have had considerable success. But in 
others, particularly France, concerted cam- 
paigns by revolutionary organizations and the 
labour movement have kept tnem at bay. 

The short-term threat is not one of a repeat 
of Italy in the 20's of Germany in the 30's- 
that is of the fascists actually coming to 
power. But as the 'social temperature' rises, 
fascist gangs can play an auxilliary role to 
the official forces of the state--carrying out 
the dirty work that is a little too sensitive 
for the cops and Her Majesty's judges. But the 
fascists require an aura of legitimacy and a 
minimal basis of support to be able to do this 
adequately--which is why they run as right- 
wing populists in elections. During the Toronto 
elections, the RMG organized a campaign with 
the theme No Platform for Fascists and Unity 
in Self Defense to expose the real rats behind 
the populist cover. Support for a position of 
active intolerance to the Guard is growing, 
particularly among blacks and other minority 
groups. The larger task remains ahead however 
--to convince the trade unions to take up ac- 
tive campaigns against the fascists in some- 
thing more than words. 


DEBRA CONNOLLY NED BAINE 


Nixon's removal from the White House 
ES has failed to produce the catharsis 

and display of national unity that 
many ruling class strategists had hoped for. 
Instead of waking up out of the 'Watergate 
nightmare', America has sunk into the darker 
realm of its deep-seated fears of depression. 
Predictions of a moderate and relatively 
brief recession are giving way to open-ended 
speculation about an actual depression and 
to reminiscences of the 1930's trauma and 
World War Two. 


GRIM CHOICES FACE A CONFUSED RULING CLASS 


In the face of these unsettling projec- 
tions, top advisers of the ruling class are 
no longer even debating how to prevent the 
recession from deepening in the next year. 
Rather, they are weighing off two alterna- 
tives against each other. One, the more long 
term feasibility of a drastic reconversion 
of the labor force and industrial structure 
to make it more competitive. The other, the 
need to meet the most direct political 
threats to the system created by the worsen- 
ing economic situation. But none of these 
Capitalist solutions seem to be getting the 
kind of sustained planning and authoritative 
implementation which they call for. Indeed, 
Republicans and Democrats alike have remained 
unable to rise above their narrow partisan 
interests. The new president Ford finds 
himself repeatedly forced to negotiate com- 
promises in order to achieve the appearance 
of a consensus. 

At the international level, the economic 
decline has eroded the willingness of the 
different components of the capitalist world 
to accept the privileged American position. 
The changes in the raw materials market have 
not only upset relations between the United 
States and exporter countries, but have also 
exacerbated tensions with Japan and a number 
of European powers. Thus, a crisis of inter- 
national relations has come to complicate 
Uncle Sam's worries over the economic down- 
turn and the lack of a firm leadership at 
home, 


The crisis has been underscored bya 


Jerry 


series of events which add up to a sudden 
worsening of the situation this winter: the 
wholesale price index rose 2.3% in October 
alone, an annual rate of 27.6%; unemploy- 
ment in the same month rose above the of- 
ficially unacceptable level of 6%, as the 
auto industry in particular laid off tens 
of thousands of workers in response to a 
Sharp drop in sales; the strike of the Mine- 
workers threatened to break the pattern of 
paltry wage increases of the past three year 
years; the high abstention rate and Democrat- 
ic landslide in the November elections fur- 
ther exacerbated the political problems of 
the ruling class; American efforts to induce 
oil-exporting countries into lowering prices 
were rebuffed as the US suffered grievous 
isolation at international conferences on 
hunger and at the United Nations. While the 
pace of the economic crisis, and therefore 
also that of the appearance of broader poli- 
tical symptoms, are difficult to assess, it 
is clear that the factors presently at work 
Contain the seeds of a major crisis of the 
stability pf US capitalism. A brief review 
will show that we are faced with more than 


© = a conjunctural upset... ._ 


THE PUZZLE OF STAGFLATION 


When the first signs of a,recession--a 
growth of unemployment and a slow-down of 
industrial output--began to emerge this year, 
many observers compared the situation to that 
in 1970 and '71. At that time, the inflation- 
ary trend temporarily leveled off until the 
last quarter of 1972 around a 5$ yearly rate. 
However, the rate of inflation which had 
doubled to 9% by the end of 1973, has con- 
tinued to increase at an ever faster pace in 
1974, and shows no signs of abating in 
1975. This new combination of stagnation of 
production and a rapid climb of prices has 
been dubbed stagflation. Traditional 
Keynesian economic devices seem to have come 
to an impasse in the face of this new prob- 
lem. 

The roots of this combined crisis of al- 
most uncontrolled inflation and overproduc- 
tion in large sectors of the economy are to 
be found in the new contradictions created 
by the long post-war boom, The tremendous 
expansion of world trade in those years, cul- 
minating in a last spurt forward in 1972-73, 
have deepened the interdependence of the 
different sectors of the world market. In 
contrast, the vast capital outlays in those 
years were carried out without any overall 
Planning. This explains the apparently con- 
tradictory phenomena of shortages in some 
basic commodities (oil, food, steel, pulp) 
and overproduction in others (auto and ap- 
Pliances). As this process is reflected in 
a number of important bankruptcies--Penn Cen- 
tral, Ling-Tempco--or near-bankruptcies-- 
Chrysler, Lockheed, Franklin National Bank, 
the whole credit pyramid which underlay the 
expansion of the economy is threatened, 
causing a ripple effect throughout the econ- 
omy. 

This is precisely the current stage of 
the economic crisis in the United States. The 
Oil, chemicals, food and feed, and steel in- 
dustries are still forging ahead and expand- 
ing their plant. But the inflationary pres- 
sure (around 12% in the past year) on the 
purchasing power of consumers has affected 
sales of semi-durable goods. Core industries 
which depend directly on these consumers have 
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The End of the 
American Dream 


been hit first: automobile, construction, 
household appliances. This in turn is now 
beginning to affect the machine industry 
which supplies these sectors, 

Lay-offs of thousands of workers are 
announced daily. There are now 6 million 
unemployed Americans. Some states, such as 
Michigan, Ohio, California, have numerous 
areas with jobless rates well over 10%, In 
the Detroit Black ghetto, the rate is already 
6.5% and estimates mention a possible figure 
of 40% in January. On a national scale, 34.5%: 
of Black youth are unemployed. And it must be 
remembered that these figures only include 
those actively seeking employment. These 
facts have obvious political consequences as 
was noted in the November 9 Business Week: 
"Further increases in unemployment--which 
seem almost inevitable now--would not only 
mean lost production, income, and profits, 
but would heighten social tensions and might 
set the stage again for riots in the cities," 


NEW TRENDS ON LABOR: A SHIFT IN POLITICAL 
ATTITUDES 
The a aant RUNE 
Cmilfion teen-agers and 32.4 million women 
out of a total of 91.2 million employed work- 
ers. Their expectations have been constantly 
stimulated in recent years by the promises 
of the "Great Society" and other propaganda 
items in the "America is Best" line. The 
same hopes were aroused among the oppressed 
minorities (Blacks, Chicanos, Puerto-Ricans), 
But these sectors are also the hardest hit 
by lay-offs. 
The political implications are clearest 
here because there has been a major change 
in political attitudes in these sectors, and 
even a beginning of organized dissent. In the 
spring of 1973, a major survey of young 
people aged 16 to 25 was conducted by sociol- 
ogist Daniel Yankelovich. It revealed a mark- 
ed decline in student activism accompanied by 
a sharp rise in the consciousness and dissat- 
isfaction of young workers. The results show 
a deep penetration of new "social and moral 
norms" among working class youth, a "wide 
and deep penetration" of the basic concepts 
of the women's liberation movement, and a 
weakening of the work ethic among non- 
college youth. More sensitive layers of the 
trade-union bureaucracy have attempted to 
tap this sentiment quite successfully as 
the growth of the Coalition of Labor Union 
Women, and to a lesser extent that of the 
Coalition of Black Trade Unionists, testify. 
At another level, the crisis is exposing 
more sharply the bankruptcy of some of the 
most encrysted and corrupt union officials. 
This has boosted the number of opposition 
caucuses and the number of contracts rejected 
by the rank and file. (12.3$ this year versus 
9.6% a year ago). The Miners' union is the 
best example of this process, but by no means 
the only one. The signing of a six-year no- 
Strike pledge--The Experimental Negotiating 
Agreement (ENA)--by Steelworkers president 
Abel has led to a landslide victory for dis- 
sident militant Ed Sadlowski in a re-run 
union election this November in District 31 
(Chicago-Gary), the biggest of the industry. 
Finally last summer sàw the first major 
strike wave since the top labor bureaucrats 
accepted the wage freeze in 1971. Escalator 
clauses against inflation were prominent in 
most contracts. Following the miners' strike 
this fall, major contracts are due for re- 
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newal in rail, aerospace, oil and chemicals. 


EXPORTING THE CRISIS: FORD'S WAY OUT? 
The Ford administration has been pursu- 
ing a moderate deflationary policy aimed 
at limiting the currency in circulation 
through a relatively high interest rate and 
a freeze on government expenditures. The 
watchwords have been fighting inflation and 
Saving energy. This policy has been one of 
the factors of the deepening recession. The 
ruling class correctly feels that its margin 
of maneuver domestically is well protected 
on the short term by the inept and class- 
collaborationist trade union bureaucracy. 
Tt is therefore allowing unemployment to 
increase while organizing giant public 
relations ploys designed to mystify the fight 
against inflation. summit conferences by top 
economists offer a thousand 'complex' solu- 
tions to confuse the public. Ford has called 
for a national campaign to exorcise infla- 
tion by wearing buttons labelled “WIN" (whip 
inflation now). Various campaigns to blame 
foreign imports for plant closures are taking 
a new life. Similarly attacks on foreign 
workers (mainly Mexicanos) are perking up. 
Blacks are being made the scapegoat for de- 
caying school systems and, the urban crisis 
while officials look understandingly upon 
racist attacks on Black children in Boston. 
But while American workers are presented 
with these diversions, the tight credit pol- 
icy of the United States government is endan- 
gering the survival of the capitalist system 
in several European countries. Italy and Bri- 
tain for example are campaigning to borrow 


MINERS SETBACK 


MILLER GAV 


The American coalminers' strike has 
ended with widespread discontent in the 
workers" ranks. With less than half the 
members of the United Mine Workers voting in 
the ballot on the second contract offer, 56% 
(44,754) voted for and 44% (34,741) voted 
against. Five out of eighteen districts voted 
against the contract offer in their majority. 

The strike, which began Nov. 12 and ended 
Dec. 6, was of signal importance for the Amer- 
ican labour movement, the government and 
the ruling class. The miners play a strate- 
gic role in the U.S. economy and this strike 
was the first major struggle between a key 
national union and a well-organized section 
of the bourgeoisie in the current period of 
economic crisis. Whichever way it went-- 
Victory or defeat--it was bound to set an 
important precedent for upcoming industrial 
struggles. 

Now that the strike is over, we can sum-, 
marize its outcome: the contract as it exists 
On paper represents a defeat for the miners. 
Its gravest failing is that it prohibits the 
right to strike over local grievances for the 
next three years in one of the most dangerous 
industries in the country. On the other hand, 
the miners were not defeated on the ground. 
The ranks of the UMW have a long history of 
militant strikes including wildcats and other 
'illegal' actions. It is still possible that 
rank-and-file action can bend or break the 
letter of the contract to their advantage, or 
force its re-opening before three years are 
up. 


Whatever improvements the contract con- 
tains are a credit to the militancy of the 
UMW rank-and-file. Twice during the negoti- 
ations, UMW President Miller returned from 
the bargaining table advising the ranks to 
settle. Twice the union bargaining council 
demanded that Miller seek a better contract. 
The owners were in a much better position to 
survive a protracted strike than the UMW. 
They counted on a huge groundswell of media— 
inspired public opinion against the miners. 
There were also threats of layoffs of thous- 
ands of workers in the related industries of 
steel, rail and auto. The owners counted on 
the deepening of divisions already existent 
among sectors: of the American working class 
because of the strike. Since the UMW is not 
part of the AFL-CIO, little help could be 
expected from these quarters. Nor could the 
UMW count on support from independent unions 


money from thé USA and Germany to pay their 
debts. For them, a.new leap of inflation is 
a lesser evil than a new onslaught by a work- 
ing class driven by the whiplash of massive 
lay-offs. Further instability in Europe not 
only threatens American investments there, 
but could even raise the spectre of revo- 
lution and a strategic upset of imperialist 
Gefenses. This is something the US has to 
take into account in its deflationary credit 
policy. 

The situation with the underdeveloped 
countries is not much more conducive to 
easily renewed American gains. The greater 
cohesion of the Organization of Petroleum 
Exporting countries (OPEC) has made it im- 
possible for the giant American-owned corp- 
orations to simply pass on record oil profits 
to other sectors of the imperialist economy. 
The OPEC's refusal to lower their cut of the 
wealth produced from their land has irked the 
oil corporations, and caused much maneuvering 
in the Mid-East including most recently 
threats of US military interventions, 

However, the times are not especially 
ripe for war on a massive scale. Although 
many among the backward and older workers in 
the United States see war as the only way 
out of depression, even they are not too 
keen on paying that price. The non-interven- 
tionist and anti-imperialist sentiments dev- 
eloped during the Vietnam war have deepened 
as the draft was abolished and even CIA op- 
erations, like that in Chile, have come under 
fire from innumerable critics. 

Diplomatically, the US is even more is- 
olated than it was at the time of the Vietnam 
war. In the United Nations, the State Depart- 
ment received stinging blows, first when 
South Africa was excluded from the General 
Assembly, and second when the Palestinian 
Arafat was acclaimed as a major statesper- 
son. NATO is threatened as Greece and 


IN BY LYN PARKER 


such as the United Auto Workers, whose members, 
were being laid off "because of the miners" 


strike". Forcing Miller back twice In the face 


of this pressure was indicative of the miners' 
fighting spirit--a rich militant tradition 
that dates back 100 years. 

The final decisive pressure to settle came 
through government arm-twisting. W.G. Usery 
from the Federal Mediations and Consultation 
Service appeared at union headquarters 'coin- 
cidentally' at the time of a reconsideration 
vote on the second contract offer, implying 
the threat of a Taft-Hartley back-to-work or- 
der on the union. The government got its 
way and Miller made a direct agreement with 
President Ford to plead for ratification 
by the ranks. 

The details of the contract: 
THE GAINS 


* The wage increase scheme as announced in 
the media is for a (cumulative) 10$ wage 
boost the first year, 4% the second year, 
and 3% the third. This increase is not 
the 41$ figure that simple math would make 
it appear since it takes into account. both 
wages and fringe benefits. The actual 21% 
increase over three years will fall well 
short of present inflationary rates even 
with a COLA. 

* A cost-of-living allowance of one cent for 
every 4/l0th® increase in the Consumer Price 
Index limited to 6% per quarter with no COLA 
payment over 6% regardless of company pro- 
fits. 

* $250 per month pension for miners already 

retired and higher pensions based on num- 

ber of years worked in 1976. Still one of 
lowest pensions in U.S. for type of work. 

Five days sick pay instead of present none. 

Paid safety inspectors chosen by union for 

four visits to mine a year. 

* 7,000-8,000 new helpers on dangerous ma- 
chines. 


WHAT MILLER SURRENDERED 


* The miners lost the legal right to strike 
individual mines over local grievances in- 
cluding safety conditions. 

* A clause was dropped dealing with the right- 
to-strike over rotating shifts. 

* A clause was traded off which served to close 
the differential between lowest and highest 
wages. 


Southern Europe seethe, and the image of 
the ugly American is rekindled among the 
Colonial masses by famines contrasted with 
US stinginess. 


CRISIS OF BOURGEOIS LEADERSHIP 


These problems of the US ruling class by 
no means signify an immediate breakdown of 
its stability and power. But they do imply 
that threat in the medium to long term. The 
need to meet this challenge head-on, through 
a cohesive leadership, is being felt more 
and more acutely among ruling circles. Nixon 
was over-involved in his own defense in the 
Watergate affair, at a time of national 
Crisis. This was one of the major reasons 
given by top politicians for calling for his 
removal. They sought to create a renewed con- 
fidence in American institutions and a show 
of unity around the new president. 

But it is becoming gbvious that Ford 
does not have the authority to accomplish 
these goals. The impression of an uncontrol- 
led drift prevails as various interest groups 
grind their axe against each other. Ford ser- 
iously,compromised himself by pardoning Nixon, 
and his phoney amnesty for war resisters 
backfired when most exiles refused his offer." 
He lacks any popular mandate, never having $ 
been elected to his office, and his proposed 
Vice-President, Yelson Rockfeller, is being 
pummeled in Senate hearings by Democrats on 
ar e. 

e Novenber congressional elections re- 
flected a general disgust for the system as 
evidenced by a record high rate of absten- 
tions--62$. Among thé 38% who voted, the 
message was a rejection of those who are 
presently responsible for implementing 
capitalist policies--the Democratic land- 
slide was more a negative vote against 
the Republicans than any endorsement of a 
particular Democratic campaign theme. Even 


* Miller accepted a three year contract in- 
stead of demanding an 18-month contract. 

* Despite the inspection sops, there are still 
no real teeth in the mine safety clauses. 
(The importance of this fact can be seen in 
the statistics of 830 miners dead since the 
1969 Coal Mine Health and Safety Act. 39 
miners have died since Miller began negoti- 

ations in the fall.) 


NET RESULT: OWNERS WIN THE PAPER BATTLE 


Coal owners spokesman Nicholas Camicia said 
that the contract represented a "very costly" 
package for the companies (meaning they will n 
now raise prices--which no doubt was a factor 
in accepting the government's terms) and a 
"very forward looking contract" 

Miller, questioned about union dissidence 
against the settlement, replied, "I'd be dis- 
appointed if there wasn't some opposition. I 
want to make it clear that we do not stifle 
dissent in the United Mine Workers now". While 
it is true that the UMW is more democratic 
today than in the past, the way Miller handled 
contract vote can be but a preview of how he 
will now handle the union. The strike did not 
bring about an attempt by the UMW leadership 
to seriously reach out to other sections of the 
labour movement. The timidness of the bureau- 


the good protest score of the Socialist Work- 
ers Party, and other radical tickets, con- 
firm this assessment. 

Ford must. now deal with a Democratic 
dominated Congress that will be maneuvering 
to blame him for whatever unpopular measures 
must be taken, while holding back from ac- 
tually opposing those measures. Within the 
Democratic Party, a faction struggle is 
shaping up between the old McGovern coali- 
tion ("new politics" radical-liberals, Blacks, 
women) and the party regulars. The stake is 
essentially a redivision of offices but these 
politicians are not above appeals to the 
'poor' and the 'masses' of a populist charac- 
ter in order to bolster their own position. 


THE WORKING CLASS: A NEW RISE OF STRUGGLES 


The major variable today is the response 
of the American working class to this situa- 
tion. The central distinguishing feature in 
American politics since World War II has been 
the absence of any significant role for the 
workers as a class in the political arena. 
Even during the great upsurge of radicali- 
[zation in the late 1960's, the white work- 
ing class and the trade unions remained 
passive. Today, the rapid disintegration of 
economic stability, the growing tensions in 
the bourgeois political system and the soc- 
ial cirsis which has continued unresolved 
for a decade all point to the possibility - 
for a new rise of workers struggles. Such 
a development would transform the social 
and political landscape of American cap- 
italism. 

f To be sure, there is no automatic guar- 
Lantee that such a rise will occur immediately. 
= weight of the reactionary bureaucracy 


i 
[ 


in the trade unions--the only mass organi- 
zations of the American working class--re- 
mains an enormous obstacle to the mobili- 


E 
e 


- 
crats in face of government intervention (part- 
ly developed during the Boyle scandals) and 
Miller's tendency to retreat at every juncture 
shows the need for rank-and-file unity to 

assure militancy and real democracy in the UMW. 


STRUGGLE DECIDES NOT THE CONTRACT 


ment represents a definitive defeat, It has 
demoralized the ranks which can only rein- 
force the position of the bureaucrats. If the 
Miller brass enforce what is in essence a no- 
strike pledge and is able to isolate militants 
and wildcats (which are a frequent happening 
for the UMW), then it will become clearer that 
the quest for social peace followed by Miller 
leads straight to the sacrifice of the miners' 
interests. 

The union leadership is disunited, how- 
ever, and secondary leaders are openly critical 
of the agreement. The contract has grave weak- 

| messes (most particularly the limitations on 

| the right-to-strike) which will only be over- 

| come by the ranks themselves reopening it 

_ before its three-year-limit. Such a course 
would demand workers solidarity from other 
sectors of the labour movement and a rank-and- 
file leadership capable of seeking and winning 
a decisive victory 


l 
It is too soon to say that this settle- 
: 
Í 
l 


TRACIST - 
; |DEPORTATIONS ! 


SCEF 


zation of the ranks and the generalization 
of their struggles, even in one industry or 
city, much less nationally. For example, 

the bureaucrats which put a major effort 

into electing this Democratic 'veto-proof' 
Congress are now trying to prepare their 
ranks for the usual sell-out by the Demo- 
crats. George Meany, head of the AFL-CIO, 

has already agreed to wage and price controls 
if they are enforced equally--a position 
which allows him to play the role of broker 
depending on the firmness of the rank and 
file. The absence of independent class 
political traditions and organizations 

and the integration of the unions into the 
bourgeois Democratic Party leaves the working 
class very weak in political terms. Racial 
and ethnic antagonisms, continually nourished 
by the bureaucrats and the ruling class, con- 
tinue to obstruct the development of unity 
and class-consciousness--witness the racist 
mobilizations in the white working class 
neighbourhoods of South Boston in recent 
months. And the present wave of big lay-offs 
in heavy industry hits the working class 
very hard, especially because these lay-offs 
get the youngest and potentially most mili- 
tant workers out of the plants. 

On the other hand, the potential striking 
force of the huge, heavily concentrated Amer- 
ican proletariat remains immense and the 
workers themselves are not totally unaware of 
this fact. At the subjective level, the con- 
tinuing rot of the social system and the 
wide-spread disgust with Washington's inter- 
national role have certainly had a big effect 
on working class youth. To this can be added 
the increasing weight of blacks and Latinos 
in the working class, as well as the presence 
of hundreds of thousands of Vietnam veterans 
in the factories. There is no need to elabor- 
ate here on the radicalization of such sectors 
over the last decade. 


BY PAUL GORDON 


1,500 persons rounded up by police dur- 
E ing rush hour on subway platforms; pol- 

ice enter a church, stop the service, 
check everyone's citizenship papers and haul 
away those who cannot supply the necessary 
papers; people halted on the street and wisked 
away. Nazi Germany? South Africa? Some fascist 
police state? 
, It's the United States of America, and it 
Could be New York, San Diego, Houston or Los 
Angeles. At work is the United States Immi- 
gration and Naturalization Service harassing 
and deporting workers who do not have American 
citizenship, un-documented workers, the so- 
called "illegal aliens." 

The issue has become big news in the US 
recently, and it is an issue that tne Nórth 
American left is going to have to pay close 
attention to. i 

Today in the United States there are ap- 
proximately three to five million un-document- 
ed workers. The majority of them are Mexican, 
but there are also hundreds of thousands of 
Dominicans, Colombians and Haitians. During 
the 1973 fiscal year 670,000 such persons 
were apprehended by immigration authorities. 
During the 1974 fiscal year, which ended on 
June 30, 800,000 were apprehended, and in the 
next twelve montas US government authorities 
expect to haul off upwards of one million. 

In Hew York City police harassment has 
been particularly severe in the Haitian com- 
munity, where individuals are harassed and 
taken into custody in stores, barbershops, or 
just walking on the streets. These Haitians 
have fled the incredibly repressive regime of 
Jean Claude Duvalier. Deportation back to 
Haiti would mean barbaric prison sentences or 
execution for many of these workers. However, 
the United States government naturally consi- 
ders Haiti to be part of its 'free world,' 
and in addition let's not forget that the 


I Nino mte ae s iai 


aitian immigrant workers are Black. Therefore 


And despite all the maneouvres and occa- 
sional outright repression of the bureaucrats, 
they have not been able to completely stem a 
growing wave of strikes as the economic situ- 
ation deteriorates. July saw the largest num- 
ber of strikes of any single month since the 
1940s--over 700, involving a quarter of a mil- 
lion workers. As in Canada, this is most acute 
in the public sector. One of. the most interest- 
ing recent experiences was the general strike 
of city employees in San Franchsco last spring- 
-a miniature version of the April 1972 Common 
Front strike in Quebec. Despite the sellout 
contract, the recent miners strike indicates 
the potential for a new militancy among indus- 
trial workers as well. Similarly, the victory 
in the biggest district of the Steelworkers 
Union of an independent candidate who opposes 
the national bureaucracy's "no-strike" pledge 
with the steel trusts reflects the widespread 
dissatisfaction of the union's base with this 
rotten class-collaborationist agreement. 

So without making any schematic predic- 
tions about the tempo and tactical variables 
of this trend, without falling prey to any 
false optimism which ignores the tremendous 
barriers the American proletariat and its 
vanguard must overcome in order to launch a 
broad workers' offensive against the corpor- 
ations tnd the government, it can be said that 
the central factor of the middle and late 
1970s is likely to be a tremendous awakening 
of the American proletariat and an important 
reduction of the lag between the U.S, class 
struggle and the international class strug- 
gle. This underscores the responsibilities of 
Canadian socialists to forge links with the 
American workers' vanguard as a further step 
in the struggle for a North America free of 
capitalist exploitation and oppression, a 
North America of the workers, a red North 


America. 


Border cop arrests two young Mexicans. 


if caught in a place like Miami, for example, 
the un-documented worker is thrown in jail 
and faces deportation. This can be contrasted 
with the red carpet treatment afforded by 

the government and its agericies to Cuban 
counter-revolutionaries who arrive in the Uni- 
ted States. 

In the southwestern part of the US, Texas, 
Arizona, California, the problem is perhaps 
most acute. Literally hundreds of thousands 
get deported back to Mexico annually, and 
millions, including native born American citi- 
zens, get harassed and questioned and must 
carry proof of American citizenship with them 
at all times. In San Diego, California, Sher- 
riff John Duffy ordered all cab drivers to 
turn in anyone who by their mannerisms or 
dress appear to be an 'illegal.' Cab drivers 
not cooperating would face revocation of their 
permits. 

For many years the bourgeois press has 
downplayed the issue, but recently capitalists 
have been beating the drums about the invasion 
of 'wetbacks,' (as un-documented workers are 
insultingly called) across the border, "steal- 
ing American workers! jobs, spreading venereal 
disease," and being responsible for a whole 
host of economic problems. 

However, the reality of the situation is 
that the capitalists use the un-documented 
workers to their advantage. On the one hand, 
they are a readily available pool of cheap 
labor, they can be used as strikebreakers, and 
they can be mercilessly exploited since they 
are obviously in no position to demand enfor- 
cement of protective labor legislation. Thus, 
agribusiness makes billions of dollars of 
profits off such workers. On the other hand, 
the capitalists use immigrant workers to di- 
vert the attention of the working class away 
from the real source of their problems -- 
capitalist society and industry -- and place 
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MANITOBA : FLYER STRIKE 


NDP-BüSS BEHIND THE BOSS 


ation of Industrial Mechanical and Al- 

lied Workers) against Flyer Industries 
in Winnipeg, is now entering its third month. 
The fight has become a pivotal one for the 
labour movement in this city. It pits a 
small inexperienced local affiliate of the 
Canadian Council of Unions against a public 
enterprise which is presided over by the NDP 
government of Manitoba. 

Tragicallg, what could have become an 
exemplary fight, strengthening labour's 
ranks in Winnipeg, is now threatened with 
defeat. Backing down at the bargaining table, 
CAIMAW's leadership has failed to mobilize 
the broader strike support so urgently needed 
to strengthen the union's hand. The strike 
has obviously become a political one agai 
the NDP government. It can only be won when 
Premier Ed Shreyer's cabinet realizes that it 
Will have a revolt in its ranks if it contin- 
ues to stonewall the union. And that takes 
broad-based working class pressure, something 
the narrowly nationalist CAIMAW leadership 
thus far refuses to organize. 

From the cover of the last issue of the 
Old Mole, you will note that this article 
was originally scheduled for November. The 
problems of postal delivery delayed the copy 
from our Winnipeg comrades. We apologize for 
the lateness of the coverage of the Flyer 
strike. 


e The strike by CAIMAW (Canadian Associ- 


THE FLYER STRIKE + STORM CLOUDS ON THE 
MANITOBA LABOR SCENE 


The Flyer conflict began October 2nd as 
à planned two day rotating strike to pressure 
the company into serious negotiations. The 
workers from the Transcona shop of the three- 
section bus manufacturing enterprise walked 


SASKATCHEWAN 


WHITHER WAFFLE ? 


out that day. The Fort Garry and Fibre Glass 
plants were to take their turn the next. By 
noon on the first day, however, management 
had locked out the 500 production workers and 
the battle was on. 

The union had entered negotiations five 
weeks earlier with a set of solid demands 
unanimously adopted by the membership. These 
included: $1.80 raise across-the-board over 
18 months, a cost of living adjustment clause, 
a reduction of the work week with no loss in 
pay, reduction of the number of job categories 
from seven to three, election of lead hands 
instead of management appointment, shop floor 
settlement of all grievances, free child care, 
and immediate reinstatement of three employee 
militants fired in April. These demands, far 
in advance of what most workers bargain for, 
Can provide an example for militants in 
other unions seeking a first line of defense 
against the economic crisis and the boss' 
arbitrary authority on the job. 

The company's counter offer, made two 
days before the contract expired, was for 
24$ over 2 years--less than the rate of in- 
flation--and virtually no other contract 
Changes of benefit to the workers. At the 
first 'negotiating' session, this was de- 
clared to be a "take it or leave it offer". 

The chief negotiator for the company is 
an infamous character named Stuart Martin. 
appointed by Sid Green to the Board of the 
Manitoba Development Corporation, which 
directs Flyer Industries. Martin got his 
hands dirty breaking CAIMAW strikes at Bell 
Foundries in 1969 and Bristol Aeroplane. This 
year, he was lawyer for the Winnipeg Free Press 
fight against the American Newspaper Guild 


unionization attempt. . 
The NDP government, however, claims that 


it has an “arms length" relationship with the 
MDC, bearing no responsibility for its 


WAFFLE WITHERS ! 


In the Pall of 1973, over 200 jubilant 
Saskatchewan Wafflers met to sanctify 


their split from the NDP and to proclaim 
their intention to found a ‘Marxist Party’ 
A year later in Nov. 1974--with the projected 
date of its founding convention only 6 months 
away--barely 75 delegates met to lay the 
groundwork for the convention. The November 
meeting Shows the Waffle is in serious crisis. 
It is doubtful that the organization will get 
to its founding convention in one piece. Or if 
it doés, the size of the remaining piece is 
liable to be very small. 


THE SEEDS OF A CRISIS 

In many ways, the present crisis can be 
traced rignt back to the organization's roots 
in the 1969 National Convention of the NDP. 
Born as an oppositional current to the Lewis 
party bureaucracy, the Waffle encompassed from 
the start a diversity of political outlooks. 
It attracted everything from semi-populist old- 
time CCF'ers to newly radicalized student left- 
ists and organized left groups. This diversity 
in its membership base, coupled with a complete 
inability to go beyond vague socialist rhetoric, 
to hammer out a clear programmatic basis of 
unity, has plagued the Waffle from its incep- 
tion. Some viewed the Waffle as a vehicle for 
transforming the NDP into a socialist party, 
while for otners it was primarily a way to 
struggle for greater party democracy. The ori- 
ginal Waffle Manifesto, "For an Independent 
and Socialist Canada," was itself a vague and 
ntradictory document. It said virtually no- 
thing about how an independent and socialist 
Canada was to come about. Lacking any clear 
basis of membership, with no provisions for a 
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democratic internal life, the Waffle developed 
a self-assigned leadership clique right from 
the start which made decisions for the whole 
organization. Given that one of its major 
themesongs was the Lewis leadership's lack of 
accountability to the NDP base, the political 
style of the Laxer leadership is particularly 
ironic. 


GROPING FOR A STRATEGY 


In Saskatchewan the Waffle emerged from 
the NDP in 1973 full of nigh hopes. But since 
it had never had any program for action out- 
side of providing a slightly-more-left critique 
of tne NDP, it did little except to continue 
to play this role after the split. Despite num- 
erous references in Waffle documents to the 
necessity to go beyond this to develop an in- 
dependent position on the pressing questions of 
the left in Canada, the Waffle was unable to 
break out of this mold. A related problem that 
beset the Saskatchewan Waffle was an inherit- 
ance of rural populism. Seeing only a small 
and weak labour movement in the province, and 
tending to view all things through the prism 
of provincial parochialism, the Waffle sought 
in vain for a 'mass farmer base.' This could 
not be found especially after the rise in 
wheat prices internationally. It was partly in 
reaction to this that the Waffle began to move 
in the direction of a 'turn to the working 
class. 

A growing conviction was developing in the 
Saskatchewan leadership that the Waffle must 
become a ‘mass Marxist (but not Leninist) par- 
ty.' Allende had taken office in Chile, and 
the 'Chilean model' was very much in currency. 
Waffle leader John Warnock wrote a paper call- 


labour negotiations, and of course, not for 
those at Flyer. It argues that the government 

only controls "the general policies and gen- 

eral guidelines" of the MDC. Obviously, the 
provision of a living wage for its workers 

is not part of MDC guidelines. É 

The true nature of the relationship be- 
tween the MDC and the government was shown 
more clearly a few weeks ago when it over- 
rode an MDC decision and granted a big new 
loan to Saunders Aircraft Corporation, 
another government owned firm. In reality, 
the 'arms length' rationale is little more 
than a cop out to avoid responsibility for 
a labour (read: anti-labour) policy with 
which the government is in essential agree- 
ment, 

Anyone who wants proof of this should 
look at the miserable record of the Schreyer 
government in bargaining with its own 
workers (Manitoba Government Employees 
Association). The majority of the 12,000 
member MGEA were granted raises last contract 
of only 7% and 8% (non-cumulative) over a two- 
year term. Contract negotiations for the 
MGEA don't look any easier for the coming 
April either. 

Why would the supposedly pro-labour NDP 
government act this way? The answer, to use » 
a rather bitter analogy, is that one cannot 
serve two masters at the same time. The 
master which the Manitoba NDP government 
serves, perhaps even more slavishly than 
its Saskatchewan and B.C. counterparts, is 
the ruling class. Particularly in these tjmes 
of growing economic crisis, governments 
across the country are seeking to safeguard 
capitalism's health by cutting government 
expenditures (and government workers' wages) 
and increasing grants and tax concessions to 
big business. It is part of the general ten- 
dency of capitalists to shift the burden of 
their problems onto the backs of-the working 
class. 

After an early flurry of picket line 
activity, it soon became apparent that this 
strike would not be won by the simple with- 
drawal of labour power. The initial predic- 
tions that Flyer could not withstand a strike 
because of piled-up back orders and late- 
delivery penalty clauses in their sales con- 
tracts proved to be untrue. Two factors per- 
mit Flyer to withstand a more lengthy strike 
than was thought possible. First it has 


ing for the building of an ‘Allende-type party. 
Less than a month after it was published the 
coup in Chile burst the optimistic balloon of 
tne Waffle. Or more accurately burst some of 
the Waffle's balloons. A beginning break with 
electoralism was made by many Wafflers, if only 
in a partial and empirical manner. But they 
nevertheless clung to their spontaneist view 
of the development of revolutionary conscious- 
ness and Continued to reject the need for cen- 
tralized national political activity in favour 
of the concept of a ‘mass, open, Marxist pro- 
vincial party' encompassing a vide spectrum of 
'types of Marxism.' At a conference in August 
1974, a motion was passed calling for the for- 
mation of such a party in the spring of 1975, 
for which a manifesto was to be written. 


THE CONFUSED MANIFESTO 


The draft of tnis manifesto, which was dis- 
cussed at the November conference, was an ac- 
curate reflection of the crisis of the Waffle. 
Attempting to accommodate itself to all of the 
Giverse currents which make up the group, the 
document rejected electoralism, but only in a 
backhanded way, and without proposing any al- 
ternative orientation to the question of how 
the working class conquers state power. On more 
immediate questions the manifesto showed also 
the complete confusion of its authors. It made 
no concrete proposals for how the working class 
can fight unemployment and inflation now. Sim- 
ilarly, on national questions such as Quebec 
and the oppression of natives it advocated no- 
thing. 

The draft manifesto was thus a further de- 
monstration of the continued inability of the 
Waffle to act in a centralized manner on the 
basis of clearly defined political positions. 
This, naturally, creates immediate problems for 
the organization's 'activity' (or, more pre- 
cisely, its lack of activity). (The Waffle has 
failed to participate in any concerted way in 
major events in the province in the past year ) 

Despite this, the conference did try to 
take one concrete step towards the accomplish- — 
meat of its 'party' project, adopting a motion 
(oy a vote of 33 to 30) excluding "members of 
political parties and sectarian groups." This 
organizational 'clarification' (which is main- 


clauses in its sales contracts which allow 
late delivery because of "labour disputes". 
Because of incredible wastage and poor manage- 
ment, Flyer is late on most of its orders, 
and welcomes the opportunity to bow out on 
Some contracts and be "justifiably" late on 
others. Second, MDC'has evidently decided that 
Flyer needs a general purge. In the period 
between the two months before the lock-out 
and now, all of Flyer's management has either 
been fired or quit. And faced with an 
increasingly militant work force, the MDC is 
more than happy to try to break the local 
so that Flyer can reopen with a peaceful 
shop. 

Because the NDP government is the real 
boss behind the boss of Flyer, and because 
of the company's ability to hold out, the 
strike has become a political struggle-- 
to be won or lost on that basis. Partially 
recognizing this, the CAIMAW workers have 
organized three demonstrations at the 
Manitoba Legislature Buildings. At one of 
them Sid Green was booed off the steps of the 
legislature when he tried to defend the 
government's position. In a number of acti- 

3 vities other CAIMAW locals have been involved 
in supporting the strike. CAIMAW has advised 
its members in St. Boniface provincial 
riding to abstain, rather than vote NDP in 
the upcoming election in order to protest the 
anti-labour policies of the NDP in relation 
to the Flyer strike. 
Another significant step was the recent 
1 formation of a strike support committee. 
Under the combined encouragement of militants 
from the RMG and those in the Canadian 
Dimension orbit, the union finally consented 
at the end of November, to the formation of 
l a strike support committee which will try to 
organize broader support for the struggle. 
These efforts are fine as far as they go. 
- They focus on the weakest link in the 
opponent's chain--the contradiction between 
the NDP's working class base and professed 
labour loyalties on the one hand and its 
blatantly anti-labour policies as a government 
on the other. 


ly aimed at the NDP, the RMG and the CP) will 
do nothing to alleviate the Waffle's crisis, 


range from an openly electoralist and reform- 
ist eurrent grouped around MLA John Richards 
through a 'leadership core' which is united as 
much by friendship as by political agreement 
to a Maoist current. This diversity is at once 
a reflection and a cause of the Waffle's para- 
lysis and has not been eliminated by a simple 
organizational exclusion. The evolution of in- 
dividual Wafflers towards revolutionary Marx- 
ism is also a result of the objective politi- 
cal crisis, which remains unresolved. , 


BEGINNING A DEBATE ON NATIONALISM 


This crisis was also reflected in the third 
l significant event at the November conference. 
, For the first time since the founding of the 
Waffle a real debate on nationalism began to 
take place. This debate, touched off by an an- 


WHO I8 IT 


"The average worker in Ontario makes 

$181.95 a week. That includes bank 

presidents, hockey stars, and stock 
brokers. The average civil servant in Onta- 
rio makes $204 a week. The civil servants 
think they're underpaid. They want a 61.5% 
raise. Now." 

So begins a full-page ad in the Nov. 29 
Toronto Star and Globe & Mail. The ads cost 
$25,000. Let's hear what they have to say: 

"The civil servants want to break the law.. 
...the law says they can't go on strike. They 
say they're going to." 

The ads are the opening shot in a massive 
publicity campaign being put on by something 
Called the "Citizen's Coalition". They are 
intended to persuade Bill Davis' Tory govern- 
ment to smash the strike. Many may recall a 
similar advertising campaign the Coalition 
put on in 1973, against the railway workers. 

"The law says that if they do go on strike, 
each civil servant can be fined up to $500 a 
day. The law says the union can be fined up 
to $5,000 a day. What do you want to bet 
that if the civil servants go on strike, no- 
body will get fined? Hmmm?” 

But who is the Citizens' Coalition? "A 
bunch of people who get mad about things like 
this whole civil servant mess and take out big 
ads like this to try and do something about 


Citizens" 
"Coalition 


At this point, the strike can only be won 
through sustained political pressure. CAIMAW 
and its supporters must mobilize support 
within the NDP and within the entire labour 
movement (including CLC unions) as well as 
from students and left groups. This effort 
must be combined with the most democratic 
and militant ‘forms of organization of the 
strikers themselves and of the strike's 
supporters. 

But the strike has not been conducted 
democratically. CAIMAW's leadership did not 
obtain the members’ approval in dropping the 
key contract demand for COLA and in lowering 
the wage demand to 26$ over 18 months. 

The union's small bureaucracy has also 
vetoed every attempt to gain support from the 
'American unions'. Suffocating in its 
nationalist cocoon, it has refused to 
approach the Steelworkers, the UAW, and other 
international unions. It has not appealed to 
the Winnipeg and District Labour Council for 
support, though that body has now called for 
the government to "investigate" the Flyer 
dispute. It has not made any serious effort 
to reach CUPW and LCUC, even knowing that 


k in B.C. 
ee Bill 11 
as their throats. 

That choked ‘em 
up for a while! 


ti-nationalist document written by Waffle 
leader John Conway, was an indication of the 
pressures from within the Waffle's own ranks 
to resolve the political problems wnich lie 
at the root of its crisis. The main part of 
the Waffle leadership has yet to fully re- 
spond to this challenge: for the moment the 
debate remains unresolved. 

This 'outcome' and the ambiguity of the 
draft manifesto meant that the November con- 
ference was able to continue tradition and 
maintain the 'unity' of the Waffle, but only 
at the price of refusing to carry debates to 
the point of elaborating their long-term 
Strategic consequences. How long this type of 
unity can be continued, and where the Waffle 
will go from here, is uncertain. But some 
things are clear. As the nationalism debate 
Shows, the Waffle's inactivity and its ina- 
bility to provide answers to the key ques- 
tions raised by the rise of the class strug- 


gie is having an effect inside it. The 


? 


it?" Mr. and Mrs. Middle Ontario? 

The Citizens' Coalition is headed by Lon- 
don Life Insurance executive Colin Brown, who 
thinks that "the Conservatives are going too 
far to the left, like all political parties," 
and that if the Ontario government gives in to 
the CSAO "we'll be getting perilously close to 
the end of our way of life 

Among the luminaries who grace the advis- 
ory board of the Citizens' Coalition are form- 
er Premiers of Ontario and Alberta, 'Friend of 
Labour' Robarts and Mr. E.C. 'Down-to-Earth' 
Manning, who by their presence on the commit- 
tee prove once again that the Devil finds work 
for idle hands. 


"The union is a $6,000,000 a year business. 
They're fat. Look at their union parking lot 
one dag. Lot of Buicks. For $6,000,000 you 

can run a lot of ad campaigns. You can hire 
a pile of public relations people. You'll 
be hearing a lot from the union." 

The Citizens' Coalition doesn't like unions. 
Or strikes. We wouldn't want to jump to con- 
Clusions, but maybe the backing of the Coali- 
tion has something to do with it. 

Like the benefactor of rubber workers 


everywhere, Goodyear Tire. Like the friend of 
railworkers across the country, Canadian Pa- 


cific. Like Brascan, the Canadian Imperial 


they supported the Bell Foundry strike. 

If all this sounds painfully familiar 
it is because of the parallels with last 
year's strike at Artistic Woodwork in Toronto. 
There too, a small CCU affiliate refused to 
'"lower' itself to demand solidarity from 
'American' unions. Facing isolation and de- 
feat, it too turned to the left which it 
organized in a subservient support committee- 
to act as picket line fodder against the 
Cops. At Artistic, many got busted both 
legally and physically. It is essential that 
CAIMAW's support committee not get caught 
in the same bind. 

The fate of the Flyer strike now hangs 
in the balance. The next few weeks will tell 
the tale. The most urgent task now is to 
organize broad based support for the - 
strikers-to bring maximum political pressure 
to bear on Schreyer's right-wing social 
democratic government. Without this pressure 
the strike will surely be lost. 


HELEN NELSON 


we pulled a fast 

one with that 
Flyer lock-out.. 
but these guys 
know all the 
tricks, 


pressure is growing for the Waffle to take 
a definite position and begin to act on se- 
veral issues. Likewise the question of or- 
ganization is being raised with increasing, - 
frequency. All this can only be welcomed by, 
revolutionaries as the healthiest develop- 
ment in the Waffle since its inception. 

It is unlikely, however, that the Waffle 
can confront these key questions politically 
without this resulting in severe disagree- 
ments and splits. Thus, the development of the 
the class struggle on the one hand, and the 
far left in Saskatchewan and-Canada on the 
other can only exacerbate the Waffle's crisis 
This will hasten tne evolution of at least = 
some Wafflers in tne direction of revolution- 
ary marxism and prepare tnem for a useful, 
active role in-the North American class 
struggle. 


CLIVE LLOYD 
FRANK ROONEY 


Bank of Commerce, the Bank of Montreal, the 
Toronto-Dominion Bank, MacMillan-Bloedel, 

Royal Trust, Crown Trust, Canada Trust, Power 
Corporation, Bell Canada, Avco, Stelco, Canron, $ — 
Abitibi Paper, the Ontario Chamber of Commerce, 
Holiday Inns, the Canada Development Corpor- 
ation, eight insurance companies, and seven 
advertising agencies. Not to mention Trizec, 
the largest development corporation in Canada 
and fifty-seven other companies. All of these 
are represented on the advisory board of the 
Citizens' Coalition. In fact, you could say 
that the C.C. represents a united front of 

the big bourgeoisie in Canada. Do you think 
Bill Davis will listen to them? 

"You won't (sigh) be hearing that much 
from the Citizens' Coalition. We don't have 
that kind of money." 

The Citizens' Coalition doth protest too 
much. According to the Financial Post Direc- 
tory of Industrials, the combined 1972 assets 
of the 39 companies which the advisory board 
represents came to a grand total of 52 BILLION, 
46 MILLION, 582 THOUSAND dollars! And that's 
not even counting the insurance companies. 


"Always remember the Golden Rule. Them that 
has the gold, makes the rules." 
--The Wizard of Id-- 
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SPANISH TROTSKYISTS RESPOND TO REPRESSION 


Our comrades of the LCR-ETA (VI)--Liga 
Comunista Revolucionaria-Euzkadi ta Askatasuna 
VI--Sympathizing Organization of the Fourth 
International in Spain) have issued a communique 
responding to lies circulated by the Social- 
Political Brigade (the political police of the 
Franco government). The police have alleged the 
arrest of members of the leadership of the LCR- 
ETA (VI) and the seizure of printing materials 
of Combate, its paper. 

The Spanish comrades deny the arrest, the 
Seizure, and allegations that the LCR-ETA (VI) 
Planned a prison raid, "We salute, approve and 
support any initiatives to save militants held 
in Prancoist jails. While that is certainly our 
political position, it is nevertheless equally 
certain that there was no concrete plan in regard 
to the Segovia prison." Combate is still published. 

The full text of the communique is published 
in INPRECOR (November 14) and Intercontinent- 
al Press (November 18). f 


FASCIST FIREBOMB FAILS TO STOP HAITI RALLY 


Six days after their well-mannered Toronto elec- 
tion campaign had ended (see page 6), the fascists 
were back in character. The firebombed the auditori- 
of Bickford Park Secondary School in Toronto and 
plastered the outside walls with their racist slo- 
gans. This site was to be the location for a public 
protest against the deportations of Haitians (see 
back cover of this issue) organized by the Commit- 
tee Against Racism, The meeting proceeded--its or- 
ganizers having prepared self-defence of the meet- 
ing. Attendance was good--a sign of the willingness 
of people to attend political functions despite the 
intimidation tactics of the White Supremacist Party 
(read Western Guard in its non-electoralist cloak). 

The Bickford Park incident is but the latest in 
a long series of provocations by Toronto fascists. 
The left, workers' organizations, immigrant groups 
and others must be prepared to defend and protect 
their own meetings and cooperate in general self- 
defence to guarantee our right to organize. 


NEW GROUPS DEFEND URUGUAYAN POLITICAL RIGHTS 


Two new organizations have been founded in 
Canada to aid and defend Uruguayan political 
prisoners. 

A bulletin, Banda Oriental, is available in 
both English and Spanish. It republishes trans- 
‘lations and analysis from Uruguay. 

The Committee to Defend Political Prisoners 
in Uruguay is also being launched under the demands 
of an end to torture, adequate medical attention, 
end to condition of hostages, liberty to all poli- 
tical prisoners, and respect for human rights. 

For subscriptions and donations, write to 
G.A.R.U., P.O. Box 277, Station P, Toronto, 
Ontario. 


LAWG LETTER NEEDS SUBSCRIBERS 


The October-November 1974 issue of Lawg Letter, 
, publication of the Latin Américan Working Group, is 
dedicated to the memory of Chilean MIR leader Miguel 
Enriquez and also features articles on Population 
Control and new Canadian imperialist endeavours in 
Latin America. 

Làwg Letter is in considerable need of financial 
support to carry on its valuable work. Sfbscriptions 
are $5 to LAWG, Box 6300, ‘Station A, Toronto, 
Ontario. 


VOLVO PRAISES COUP 


Mullvaden, weekly press of the Fourth Interna- 
tional in Sweden, revealed this fall that VOLVO, a 
major European automobile company based in Sweden, 
had taken advertisements in Fl Mercurio, in Santiago, 
Chile, to wish the Pinochet dictatorship happy anni- 
Versary on the occasion of its first year since the 
coup. 

Following the exposure, the Chile Solidarity 
Committees took up the VOLVO gesture as a symbol 
of Swedish capitalist complicity in Chilean repres- 
sion, The capitalist dailies were forced to pick up 
the story and the social-democratic government wrung 
its hands and did nothing. 

VOLVO has meanwhile decided that the "financial 
climate is satisfactory" and "labour market recep- 
tive" to the expansion of Swedish capital in Chile. 
This expansion would take the form of new parts and 
assembly plants. 

The Swedish Chile Solidarity Committees have 
called for international protests against VOLVO. 


MARCH AGAINST RACISM Ii BOSTON--DECEMBER 14 


A MARCH AGAINST RACISM AND IN DEFENCE OF THE 
BLACK COMMUNITY IN BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS HAS DRAWN 
WIDE “SUPPORT FROM POLITICAL ORGANIZATIONS AND 
RACIAL MINORITY GROUP: 
THE GEORGE SHERMAN STUDENT UNION AT BOSTON 
UNIVERSITY IS THE ORGANIZING CENTRE FOR THE MARCH. 
FOR INFORMATION, CALL AREA CODE 617 353-3642. 


editorial: 
the mid-east 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2) 
Zionist state and the Arab regimes. They struggle consistently for the unity 


of the Arab and Jewish masses to fight for a socialist Middle East, with 
equality for all nationalities. 


THE PROBABLE WAR: WE ARE NOT NEUTRAL 


But in a military conflict between the Zionist war machine and the semi- 
Colonial Arab countries revolutionary Marxists are not neutral. Our support 
for the Arab masses is not conditional on the class character of those who 
lead and organize their struggle. In the event of a new Arab-Israeli war, 
xevolutionaries have no principled choice other than support for the Arab 
armies, despite the fact that they are led by the Arab ruling classes. The 
choice is not a pleasant one. But it must be made. 

Such a position is no more than a concrete application of the Leninist 
position on the national and colonial question. We support the struggle of 
the Arab masses against Zionist aggression and colonialism just as revolu- 
tionaries historically supported the liberation struggle of the Moroccan 
people against Spanish and French imperialism and the similar struggle of 
the Ethiopian people against Italisn imperialism, despite the feudal leader- 
ship of these struggles; just as revolutionaries today give unconditional 
support to the national liberation struggles in southern Africa despite 
their petty bourgeois non-socialist leaderships. As the history of the 
workers' movement demonstrates, to take any other position is to capitulate 
to imperialism in the guise of "anti-nationalism" and to betray the oppressed 
masses of the colonial world. 

“It is precisely such a position of unconditional solidarity with the anti- 
imperialist struggle which permits revolutionary militants to effectively r 
point out the need for a full revolutionary mobilization of the Arab masses 
to fight Zionism. Such a mobilization cannot help but also be directed at the 
intrigues and manoeuvres of the'Arab ruling classes with both Zionism and 
imperialism. It is only on this basis that revolutionaries can credibly moti- 
vate the need for unity of the Arab and Jewish masses, an alliance which 
would represent the death-knell of the Zionist state, 


AND THE ISRAELI JEWS?,,, 


The revolutionary left must be prepared for the inevitable charges that, 
as supporters of the fight against the Zionist state, we are indifferent to 
the plight of the Israeli Jews, that we favour their extermination, that 
we are no more than 'left' anti-Semites. This is an entirely logical position 
for Zionists, for they have always said that if you are against the Israeli 
state then you are against the Jews. We must be prepared to throw such 
accusations squarely back into the faces of the accusers! 
Yes, the Israeli masses are threatened. The day of easy victories ES 
the underdeveloped, underarmed Arab countries is over. This is the lesson q 
of the October 1973 war. The Arab rulers afē busy spending their newly-bloated 
fortunes to buy arms. 
The military relationship of forces is certainly tipping against Israel 
in the long run. Sooner or later a military defeat for Israel is inevitable. 4 
But this threat was inherent in the very conception of the Zionist project, «— 
And who is responsible for placing the Israeli masses in peril? DisposseSsed 
Palestinian farmers? The workers and peasants of Syria, Egypt, Lebanon and 
Jordan who are periodically bombed in order to maintain the 'balance of 
power" in the region? Or the US imperialists and the Zionist warmongers? 
We repeat what the Trotskyist movement has emphasized since the beginning 
of the Middle East problem. Zionism has not created a sanctuary for world 
Jewry from anti-Semitism. It has created a deathtrap for millions of Jews 
just as apartheid and white rule have created a deathtrap for millions of 
white settlers in southern Africa. 
Revolutionary Marxists have historically opposed Zionism because it was 
a false answer to the problem of anti-Semitism. This prejudice is rooted 
in the contradictions of class society and will only be eliminated through 
the destruction of capitalism, (Today, with reactionary and fascist currents 
on the rise throughout the imperialist countries, it is essential to hammer 
this point home once again.) 
What road is there out of this deathtrap? Where do the real interests of 
the Jewish workers and small farmers lie? In fighting and dying to protect 
the security of imperialist domination of the Arab East? In suppressing the 
struggle for their class interests against the reactionary Israeli bour- 
geoisie in the name of 'unity' against the ‘external threat!? Or in over- 
throwing the Zionist bourgeois state, breaking with imperialism, and joining 
together with the Arab masses to build a socialist Middle East. This is the 
Only solution to the tragic complex of social, economic, and national prob- 
lems which have plagued this unfortunate region since the beginning of 
imperialist penetration, 
We mentioned above the potential effect of an appeal for international 
class solidarity by the Arab revolutionary fighters to the Israeli workers 
in undermining Zionism's ability to maintain multi-class Jewish unity against 
the 'Arab hordes'. The reverse also applies. How long would the Arab regimes 
and bourgeois nationalist parties be able to stir up chauvinist and anti- 
Semitic sentiments among the Arab masses if the Israeli-Jewish proletariat 
concretely indicated its willingness to break with Zionism and forge a 
fighting class unity with its Arab brothers and sisters against all forms of 
social and national oppression? 


FOR A RED MIDDLE EAST 


There will be many who describe such an alternative as 'utopian'. On the 
contrary, it is the only realistic solution for the 'Arab-Israeli problem'. 
This fundamental realism is increasingly confirmed as Israel plunges into 
internal economic, social and political crisis. (See Jon Rothschild's article 
onpage 13). It is confirmed by the deep crisis of the Arab anti-imperialist 
and revolutionary movement as the bourgeois programme of the PLO and Egypt's 
Sadat becomes the basis for a new historic betrayal of the Arab revolution. 
The militants of the Fourth International, both Arab and Jewish, in 
Lebanon, Iraq and Israel continue to struggle for this internationalist 
programme under conditions of brutal repression. They are able to do. so 
because such events confirm that it corresponds entirely to the objective 
reality of the Middle East. More than ever it is clear that the 'Arab-Israeli 
problem' is soluble not in Palestine itself but only on the scale of the 
whole Middle East, through a socialist revolution that can create the 
Conditions for the thoroughgoing social and economic transformation of this 
tortured area and the elimination of national oppression in all its forms. 
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Toward a Fifth War 


Crisis in israel 


derives fundamentally from the politi- 
cal and economic crisis now racking 

Israeli society. Tel Aviv's international 
| isolation is virtually complete. This was 

demonstrated graphically by the recent 

United Nations vote (105 to 4, 20 abstentions) 

favouring recognition of the Palestine Lib- 

eration Organization (PLO) followed by 

Arafat's triumphant UN appearance. The pol- 
itical crisis of the Zionist state provoked 
by the "earthquake" of the October War (1973) 
and its aftermath have steadily deepened. 

Now, the economic crisis has provoked 
government measures whose effects on the 
Israeli masses will be nothing short of catas- 
trophic. On the morning of November 10 the 
Israeli pound was devalued 42 percent, one of 
the largest single currency devaluations in 
the recent history of capitalism. In addition, 
a series of measures were taken that the gov- 
ernment deemed "necessary to the success of 
the devaluation". The price of bread was 
doubled, the price of sugar tripled; the 
price of cooking oil went from 1.05 to 2.60 
Israeli pounds; the prices of water, gas, and 
electricity for home consumption increased by 
nearly 100%. According to the government's 
own statistics, the cost of living went up by 
17% in one day! And this in a country in 
which retail prices have already risen 34% 
since January 1974 and in which the infla- 
tion rate-cóuld reach 50% next year! As if to 
leave no doubt about where the government's 
priorities lay, Prime Minister Yitzhak 


[ ES danger of a fifth Arab-Israeli war 


national ien before the October War, 
would increase to 338. 

Minister of Finance Yehoshua Rabinovitz 
explained that the measures of "austerity" 
were essential for stopping the "hemorrhage" 
of currency. Israel's balance of payments 
deficit for 1974 is expected to be more than 
$3.5 thousand million, three times what it 
was in:1972. Currency reserves have been 
halved during the past ten months (to $900 
million) and the country s already $6 
thousand million in debt. "If this hemorrhage 
had continued," Rabinovitz said, "in six 
months our economy would have suffered 
terrible upheavals, and we would have had 
100,000 unemployed." "The immediate aim," 


: commented the November 16 issue of the 
British weekly The Economist, "is to improve 
; Israel's balance of payments by $700 million 


a year, by a sharp cut in private consumption 
of some $1 billion (milliard) a year. Al- 
though special taxes have been slapped on 
banks and insurance companies, and capital 
gains tax is being increased to 50 percent, 
it is the wage-earner and housewife who will 
feel the new austerity most 

Under these circumstances, the declara- 
tion of the devaluation and the austerity 
measures were so universally detested that 
even the Histadrut, the so-called trade- 
union that is actually a pillar of the state 
apparatus, felt obliged to issue a protest. 
Workers from the Hatikvah quarter--the worst 
slum in Tel Aviv, inhabited mostly by Sephar- 
dic Jews--acted more directly. They took to 
the streets, stoning buses and stopping traf- 
fic. Later, about 300 workers from the same 
neighborhood attacked police guarding stores 
and broke into several stores, carrying off 
whatever they could get. A battle with the 
riot police took place: about thirty people 
were reported arrested. The November 12 Le 
Monde reported that strikes took place in 
Several factories to protest the austerity 
measures. 


ISRAEL: NO NORMAL BOURGEOIS STATE 


The combination of the economic and poli- 
tical crisis is a deadly one for the Israeli 
ruling class. The intensity of the economic 
disaster is obviously rooted in Israel's char- 
acter as a Zionist state--the enormous mili- 


Israeli police arresting demonstrators 


tary budget and the economic isolation of the 
country from the neighboring countries being 
the two clearest Zionist-determined causes of 
the crisis. It is becoming increasingly 
difficult for the ruling class to stifle op- 
position to the government's various economic 
Measures on the grounds that national unity 
against the Arab aggressor must be preserved. 
most obvious solution to the crisis 
mould, bs. for the United States to bail Israel 
r o c culties. In.exchange, 
Washington TT require political conces- 
Sions from the aeli regime, possibly in- 
cluding recognition of the PLO as a negot- 
iating partner in one form or another, due 
regard being given to Tel Aviv's need for a 
face-saving formula. (Negotiations between 
Israel and a "united" Arab delegation in- 
cluding members .of the PLO might be such a 
formula.) Over the long term, Washington 
could ‘point out to Tel Aviv, a general 
settlement of the conflict in the region 
with the establishment of a Palestinian mini- 
state could allow Israel to reduce its de- 
fense budget vastly, This could go a long way 
toward easing both the political and economic 
crisis, 

This sort of solution is clearly the one 
desired by US imperialism which still has to 
rely on Israel as its most reliable gendarme 
in the Arab East and has no desire to see its 
junior partner suffer economic collapse. It 
is also a solution that could look very att- 
ractive to wide sectors of the-Israeli ruling 
class. In fact, if Israel were a normal bour- 
geois state, it would be safe to predict with 
certainty that this solution would be adopted. 
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The problem is that Israel is not a nor- 
mal bourgeois state. It is a bourgeois state, 
all right, but it is also a Zionist state. 
That is, it is a state devoted to the project 
of "ingathering" all the world's Jews, a 
state that has ingathered its current popu- 
lation on the basis of dislocation of the 
Palestinian Arabs and can preserve its exis- 
tence as an exclusively Jewish state solely 
on the basis of maintaining hegemony over the 
Arab East. For seven years the Israeli gover- 
mment has insisted on the inalienable right 
of Jews to keep control of the West Bank; it 
has defended Jewish colonization of the West 
Bank on the grounds that the entire country 
was established through such colonization 
(which is true). It has always been a cardi- 
nal point of official Zionist policy and — 
ideology that there was no such thing as a 
Palestinian people (only "Arab refugees") 
and that the entire Palestinian movement (in 
whatever form and under whatever program and 
leadership) was nothing but a band of blood- 
thirsty gangsters impervious to human reason. 

The Zionists have created such a chauvin- 
ist hysteria against the PLO in particular 
and the Palestinians in.general that the 
government itself is now a prisoner of this. 
Additionally, a substantial sector of the 
Israeli ruling class, including a good 
number of leading generals, is prepared to 
take any measure necessary to block the 
developing negotiation process. These sectors Š 
personified by the maniacal General Ariel ^ 
Sharon and supported by leading Labor party 
figures such as Moshe Dayan, dream of M 
returning to the swaggering arrogance of 1967- 
1973 by unleashing yet another blitzkrieg 
against the Arab states. They reason that if 
Such a war were launched, US imperialism 
would have no choice but to accept the fait 
accompli and back up Israel with all the, 
w:apons it would need. And they are prob- 
ably right. 

The immediate danger derives from this: 
The peculiarities of the Zionist state are 
such that the combination of economic and 
political crisis, international diplomatic 
isolation, and the conjuncturally favorable 
military relationship of forces could lead 
a decisive sector of the Israeli ruling 
class to reject Yassir Arafat's olive branch 
and Henry Kissinger's charm and opt instead 
for yet another lightning war of aggression. 
It is hardly necessary to dwell on.the threats 3 à 
involved in such an action. 

The Arab East today stands not merely at 
à cross-roads but on a razor's edge. The 
alternative to à new conflagration appears to 
be a historic attempt to impose the "peaceful 
solution", which means American imperialist 
hegemony and the crushing of the vanguard of 
the Arab revolution. On the other hand, the 
bankruptcy of Zionism and the Arab ruling 
classes was never more crying. The attempts 
to impose the "peaceful solution" will be A 
met by increasing opposition among the Arab 
masses as the real character of that solution 
becomes more clear. The choice facing the 
Israeli-Jewish workers--economic catastrophe 
and perpetual warfare or a break with Zionism 
anà integration into the revolutionary 
struggle of the Arab world--is being posed 
ever more sharply. 


--excerpted from Jon Rothschild's Palestinian 
Ministate: The turn of the PLO. 

IMPRECOR #13, Nov. 28, The remainder of this 
article on the history and recent turn of the 
PLO will be carried in the next issue of Old 
Mole. 
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There's nothine quite like them to tak 


That's Jack Valenti, president of the Movie 


"In times of trouble, as we saw in the 1930' 


S and '40's, people always turn to the movies. 
e your mind off things." 
Picture Association of America talking, and he 


Should know. He says that by the end of this year movies will have attracted more than one 
billion paying customers in the US--nearly 20% more than last year and the best attendance fig- 


ure in wore than 10 years. 


These days, vith a serious recession on the way, the big box office attractions are "en- 


tertaining, escapist fare that has cut across barr 


jers of age, sex and ethnic origin" according 


to an article in the Wall Street Journal. This trend was inspired by The Poseidon Adventure in 


1972. Its succussful formula was seized by 


Hollywood which is producing an onslaught of what 


the critics dubbed "disaster films". Airport 1975 and Earthquake are the latest of these box- 
office bonanzas. With all the technical sophistication Hollywood dollars can muster, these 
films sublimate the anxieties of daily life people feel. The disaster films skillfully re- 
route this incredible emotional intensity into passive, impotent and therefore "safe" forms 


of release, 


But this is by no means a new mass phenomenon. 


Its precedent developed in the Great De- 


pression of the Thirties, as Ignacio Ramonet analyzes in the following article. It has been 
translated from Le fonde Diplomatigue, flovember 1974 by Graham Barker. 


DISASTER FILMS : 


HOLLYWOOD AND DEPRESSION 


Hollywood was in full bloom when the 
e 1929 New York Stock Market crash sent 

the most powerful capitalist economy 
in the wotld reeling to the brink. But the 
movie moguls scarcely blinked at the crisis. 
Their industry seemed to be a refuge amid 
the onslaught of bankruptcies. Such a for- 
tunate position was brought about by a maj- 
Or revolution in the studios which had just 
been accomplished: silent movies were now a 
thing of the past. 

First 'soundtrack' and then '100% talk- 
ies' swept growing audiences into dim mo- 
vie houses seeking some way to forget their 
daily problems. Hollywood was now a bastion 
against the pessimistic mood gripping the 
entire population. 

Of course the bankers did not let this 
golden opportunity slip by. In short order, 
the Rockefeller Group's Chase National Bank 
and the Morgan Group's Morgan Bank controll- 
ed the eight most important Hollywood com- 
panies. In doing so they made themselves 
the masters of American cinema. 

At this time as well, a number of puri- 
tan organizations appeared as self-appointed 
censors--revealing the indecency of growing 
public tastes for cinematic spectacles in 
such a period of austerity. Groups like the 
Legion of Decency began lobbying for a code. 
The result, the Hays Code, was a real censor 
established under the pretext of protecting 
morality. But above all it was intended to 
maintain surveillance over the way social 
problems were treated in films. 

So, right from the start of the depres- 
sion which threw millions of jobless Amer- 
icans onto the roads and rails and which 
saw a vigorous rise in the unions after a 
decade of being virtually dismantled, all 
film production was controlled by the bank- 
ers and puritans. This explains why Holly- 


. wood cinema, above all during the blackest 


years of the crisis (coinciding with the 
period of the Hoover government 1929-33), 
never directly tackled the problems of the 
society and of American life. In this per- 
iod more than ever Hollywood had to be a 

dream factory--a production mill of hopes. 


A NEW BREED: 'GANGSTER FILMS 


However, the crisis favoured the produ- 
ction of a new type of film, whose character 
was deeply marked by the depression itself. 
Now it was 'gangster movies' done in a style 
of heavy realism which displayed various 


monstrous aspects of American society. This 
genre was launched with Little Caesar by 
Mervyn LeRoy (1930)--a film surprising for 
its realism in describing the under-world 
milieu. Above all it was I Am A Fugitive 
From a Chain Gang (Mervyn LeRoy 1932) which 
best transposed the social situation of many 
Americans. They identified with this former 
prisoner sentenced to forced labour, but now 
acquitted who, in spite of all this, was re- 
fused work everywhere and then desperately 
sank into poverty. 

This problematic (imprisonment and re- 
volt) is the basis of an offspring of the 
gangster movie which spread with equal pop- 
ularity in 1930--the 'convict film'. These 
movies revealed the world of the big prisons. 
Big House (George W. Hill 1930) was the most 
successful and the most violent. 


'HORROR" FILMS STRIKE THE SCREENS... 


The consequences of the depression st- 
unned Americans. They had just come through 
the "roaring twenties" convinced that noth- 
ing could break their unrestrained prosper- 
ity. Now panic and dissaray filled the air. 
People were preoccupied with the future, 
disturbed and anxious about the present. 
Another film genre, more neurotic this time, 
reflected this crisis psychology: the 'hor- ' 
ror film’. These would channel the anxiety, 
divert it, allow it to let off steam--all 
the better to dominate it with the "happy- 
ending" and with an implicit comparison ren- 
dering the real nightmare less terrifying 
than the imagined one. In 1931 James Whale 
did the first Frankenstein with Boris Karloff 
in the leading role. The success was impres- 
sive. All gf America went to the movies to 
exorcise itself. The same year Tod Browning 
came out with the first Dracula with Bela 
Lugosi as the vampire, All the fears of a 
child's nightmare appeared on the screen. 
The Hays Code declined to censor these films. 
Much better than any "social" film, they 
showed the anguished imagination of America 
in the grip of neurosis. The enormous suc- 
cess of movies like Doctor Jekyll and Mr. 
Hyde (R. Mamoulian, 1932) or The Island of 
Doctor Moreau (Earle C. Kenton, 1932) con- 
firmed that this genre responded to the 
fears of the epoch by making them hyster- 
ical. These films were real rites of dis- 
possession in which the spectators part- 
icipated to deliver themselves from daily 
obsessions: work, money, subsistence. 

From dream merchants, the Hollywood 
producers became nightmare merchants. 


Z Dead End (Wyler, 1937) 


A NEW DEAL FOR HOL YWOOD 


Roosevelt came up with his "New Deal" — 
and a new dynamic seized the country. It 
worked and injected the film industry with a 
certain vitality. It gave back a little con- 
fidence to Americans. Finally, Hollywood 
dared to face the crisis head-on. How could 
it do anything else? There were now 13 mil- 
lion unemployed (in 1929 there were two 
million), movie house revenues had slumped 
and one-third of the 19,000 theatres in the 
country had to close down. 

The first film to admit that there' was 
a crisis was Man's Castle (Frank Borzage 
1933) which featured a San Francisco slum 
near the Golden Gate. Its characters, de- 
classe victims of the crash, nostalgically 
recalled their recent bourgeois past. Thus 
Hollywood cinema discovered a character 
which haunted the imagination of every Ame- 
rican: the unemployed. 

King Vidor in Our Daily Bread (1934) 
carried on with his two heroes of The Crowd 
(1929) victims of hunger and unemployment ' 
in a big city. He proposed a solution: the 
creation of agricultural co-operatives to 
which the uxban unemployed came to overcome 
the difficulties of the crisis. So he again 
took up the old agrarian myth [of American 
history] and supported on the other hand in 
a somewhat radical manner (the film was la- 
belled "red" by the Hearst press syndicate), 
the initiatives of the Roosevelt administra- 
tion to encourage agricultural production 
and to use the urban jobless in the country- 
side (Agricultural Adjustment Act and the 
celebrated Tennessee Valley Authority). 


I Am a Fugitive from a Chain Gang 
(LeRoy, 1932) 


RISING SOCIAL STRUGGLES: A NEW REALISM IN 
FILM 


Charlie Chaplin was one of the few to 
reflect the rise of social struggles which 
had been harshly filtered for film by the 
Hays Code. Modern Times (1935)'showed a de- 
monstration of strikers led by Chaplin wav- 
ing a red flag and broken up by a brutal 
intervention of police. It was a period 
where workers' actions against mass-layoffs 
were increasing; the unions were becoming 
more powerful and the number of their mili- 
tants was growing (the miners' union grew 
from 80,000 to 100,000 in 1934). 

Industrial hell was portrayed by William 
Wyler in one of the most characteristic 
films of American neo-realism: Dead End 
(1937). The slum world of New York was 
described with a very naturalistic com- 
Placency; the unemployed were viewed with 
sympathy, and the picketing strikers evoked 
admiration. 

When the war broke, bringing to a close 
the second depression (1937-38), John Ford 
presented for the first time, in the Grapes 
of Wrath (1940), with bitter realism the. 
world of the unemployed drifters. With the 
nation's affairs recovering, Hollywood now 
felt adequately reassured to give itself the 
luxury of a backward glance with a certain 
critical spirit... 


- ARGENTINA 


STATE OF SIEGE 


For the masses of Argentina, daily life has become a battlefield, 
(= and order has collapsed. Thousands of workers, and socialists of 

all kinds have been assassinated, beaten, and terrorized by the 
fascist killers of the Argentine Anti-Communist Alliance. The AAA began 
openly after Peron's death. These assassins now act with virtual impu- 
nity, becoming more audacious all the time. The complicity of Isabel 
Peron's regime in the AAA's recent murders is unmistakeable. 

The government's state of siege, passed into law on November 6th, 
legalizes a virtual police state. It permits searches and arrests 
without warrants, withdraws the right of habeus corpus, and bans poli- 
tical rallies. Isabel Peron described the state of Seige as an even- 
handed measure aimed at ending the violence of the left and the right. 
But the real. intention is to crush the militant wing of the Argentine 

Workers' movement. The regime's first action under the emergency rule 
was to raid the national headquarters of the Partido Socialista de los 
Trabajadores (PST) and arrest six of its member found there. 


The raid followed by a mere five days the cold-blooded murder of 

. three PST militants by AAA goons. It is obvious that the right-wing 
terrorists will not suffer from the state of seige, but will be given 
greater freedom under a police cover. The bourgeoisie's attack will 
not spare any militant section of the working class movement 

The workers must respond to it in the only effective way: the 
rganization of the broadest.armed self-defense, which has now become 
necessary component of every aspect of the working class struggle. 
he class battles now looming in Argentina will be decided in the 
streets, neighbourhoods , and factories, and not in the courts or the 
parliament building. The example of Chile is there as proof. 

The grave setback sufferd by the Chilean masses in the past year 
has placed a tremendous burden on the Argentine workers' movement. 
With three-quarters of Latin America now living under military rule, 
the result of the class war now unfolding in Argentina could be pivotal 
to the prospects of the Latin American revolution for years to come. 

i This makes it urgently necessary to organize active solidarity with 

. the endangered Argentine vanguard. Preparations for such work must be 
begun immediately, for the hour is late. The Argentine mass movement 
must not be crushed: International solidarity can play an important 
role in supporting its struggle. 


ARMED SELF-DEFENSE AGAINST THE FASCIST GANGSTERS AND THE GOVERNMENT 
THAT SUPPORTS THEM 


SOLIDARITY WITH THE PST AND ALL VICTIMS OF THE FASCIST TERROR 
Lom o cse 


Chicano Deportation Ccon'd ) 


—the blame on another section of the worl S.. immigrant workers.. 
Ftp ge rec rec eco oR TES to keep the 


working class divided and fighting amongst itself. 

Thus, the capitalists want to use un-documented workers as a pool 
| Of cheap labor and accordingly the border is made easier or harder for 
them to cross depending upon the needs of the American economy at any 
| particular conjuncture. 3 : 
l 
| 


With the worsening of the crisis of the American economy and the 
growing militancy of American workers we have witnessed a rise in 
ruling-class propaganda against the so-called "illegal aliens". Undoub- 
tedly this campaign will intensify and it is necessary for the left to 
have a correct internationalist stand on this question. 

Unfortunately the leadership of the trade unions has a thoroughly 
reactionary position on the question, from George Meany on down. They 
have been spreading the myth that it is Mexican workers who are respon- 
sible for keeping workers wages down. Rather than applying the principle 
of working class unity, launching major organizing drives among these 
workers, and demanding jobs for all at union vages, the AFL-CIO hier- 

„archy has been pushing the chauvinist and racist line of the ruling 

class and has been calling upon the United States government, through 

its immigration service (known as la Migra in the Chicano community) 

| to step up its deportation of immigrant workers. 

É Most distressing is the position taken by Cesar Chavez' United 
Farmworkers Union. The UFW is, in fact, predominantly Chicano in com- 

position, and is currently in the midst of organizing bitter strikes 

_in the West Coast fruit and vegetable fields of mainly Chicano workers. 

"In a petition to the US House of Representatives the UFW says that it 

"respectfully requests that the Congress exercise its power over the 

- Justice Department's Immigration and Naturalization Service by enfor- 

cing immigration laws and removing hundreds of thousands of illegal 
aliens now working in the fields. These illegals are breaking farm- 
workers strikes, displacing farmworkers from their jobs, and depressing 
agricultural wages." The UPW thus calls for the removal of all undocu- 
mented workers from the fields! 

While giving full support to the organizing efforts of the UFW in 
the fields and supporting the international boycott of non-UFW grapes, 
lettuce and Gallo wine, revolutionaries and trade union militants must 
criticize the incorrect position taken by the UFW leadership. While we 
"understand and support the legitimate desire to get scabs out of the 
fields, we must also recognize that la Migra does not and will not de- 
fend the interests of American workers. The Immigration Department does 
not work on behalf of workers' strikes, it works on behalf of agribusi- 
ness. La Migra is bought and paid for by the capitalists and it is 
their tool, not an instrument of the working class. There is no short- 
cut around the task of relying on the strength of the union movement 
to get rid of the scabs--no one else can or will do it. 

Recently there have been several large protests against the racist 
deportation drive. Most notable was the march of 3,000 in Los Angeles 
on August 30 against la Migra. Hopefully such protests will multiply. 
Revolutionaries will organize, build, and participate in such actions 
to further working class internationalism and working class unity. 


STOP RACIST DEPORTATIONS 


JOBS FOR ALL AT UNION WAGES--30 HOURS WORK FOR 40 HOURS PAY 
WORKERS OF THE WORLD UNITE 


FULL CITIZENSHIP RIGHTS FOR UN-DOCUMENTED WORKERS 
TERNE G 


CAPITALIST BUFFOON OF 1S74 AWARD 


We were going to go through a list of 
nominees for this prize but President 
Gerald Ford leads by such a wide mar- 
gin as to make further consideration 
quite ludicrous. Capping out a remar- 
kable record of profound bourgeois stu- 
pidity (and being as he says himself 
“disqustingly sane"), we must note his 
vetoing of American veterans benefits 
thus uniting the conservative veterans and the radical Viet- 
nam vet organizations in.common struggle against the White 
House. 

Honourable mention goes to Mayor Drapeau of Montreal 
(nominated for the l4th consecutive year) and Premier Hat- 
field for his Bricklin automobile miracle for New Brunswick. 


| THEY DON'T MAKE ‘EM 


LIKE THAT ANYMORE 


Topping the 1974 list of better dead was H. L. Hunt. Given 
that nature robbed us of the celebration of the end of Ric- 
hard Nixon, we greet the demise of the world's richest man 

as a fair trade. J. Paul Getty once said that in terms of 
"extraordinary independent wealth, there is only one man- 
H. (Haroldson) L. (Lafayette) Hunt". From modest beginnings 
as a common gambler, Hunt scratched and robbed his way over 
thousands of workers (giving his well-known catsup product 
a symbolic colour). He accumulated a personal wealth of over 
$5 billion and control of much more. His favorite pasttime 


was financing extreme right-wing organizations like the John P 
Birch Society and the, Minute-Men. Hunt denounced the "social- umm 


istic tendencies" of Herbert Hoover and praised the "excel- 
lent administration" of Calvin Coolidge. 

In 1957, the world's richest and cheapest man got reli- 
gion joining the Southern Baptist Church and giving up smo- 
king, drinking, and gambling though not usery. Hunt was a 
dying breed of capitalist do-it-yourselfers and we can only 
hope that his classmates will soon follow him to his pie-in- 
the sky-by-and-by. 


AFTER ALL, WINDMILLS ARE PRIVATE PROPERTY 


El Mercurio, the rightist 
Chilean daily, has announced 
that the military junta has com- 
mitted another barbarous act of 
adding Don Quixote to its list 
of banned books. The Man from La 
Mancha and his sidekick Sancho 
have long been part of the roman- 
tic literature of Spanish-speak- 
ing countries. Now the Don is 
portrayed by Pinochet's gang as 
being "a suspicious character, 

a Marxist". 


VNNVNS- 


ASHES TO ASHES PRICE WAR 


Miami, Florida is witnessing a remarkable sideshow in 
the present economic crisis. Philbrick and Son Funeral 
Homes is offering a "cash and carry" cremation plan to 
undercut its competitors: price--$137.50. The head of the 
Florida Mortuary Service says there is "one reason for it 
...the death rate is down...more careful customers shop 
around." He went on to say, "But 'cash and carry'...the 
next thing you know they'll be giving away a turkey with 
each cremation," 


BIG BROTHER AND THE HOLDING COMPANY 


The Toronto daily press has screamed 
"blackmail" in chorus against the Metro 
Labour Council. The cry is the result of 
a threat by the unions to withdraw finan- 
cial support of the United Way charities 

if Big Brothers, a UA-funded agency, does 
not settle a strike by signing a contract 
with CUPE-represented social workers. Of 
course, the papers called forth images of 
poor suffering fatherless boys being foul- 
ly treated by greedy trade unionists. 

Two critical points are involved in the 
Strike (which involves seven social workers): 
working conditions including the right of 
Charity employees to organize and second, 
the contradictions of class-collaboration- 
ist charity monopolies dominated by capi- 
talists and supported by funds of trade 
union members (the majority in the case of 
United Way). 

Negotiations saw CUPE facing Big Bro- 
thers chairman and super Tory Roy McMurtry 
(now representing the Metropolitan Police in the royal commission 
enquiry into police brutality) and as well a United Way lawyer 


who this time last year was doing the dirty work for the Artistic 
Woodwork company. 


COME AND GET IT... 


Lillian Moran won the llth annual Husband Calling con- 
test in Maysville, Kentucky with her, call--"Eeeeemmmmm- 
ETTTTT...COME TO SUPPER, You Ol' Sweet Thing You". It was 
reported Emmett heard her 2 miles across the Ohio River. 
Contestants in this match, the wife calling and the hog 


calling, all said that they competed best without their 
false teeth. 


Immigration Minister Robert Andras has followed an explicitly 
racist policy of deportation with regard to Haitian refugees. 
1500 Haitians are now under threat of immediate and non- 
appealable deportation back to their likely death or imprisonment 
in Duvalier's Haiti (described below by Rosie Douglas). Of the 
118 already deported, many are already in prison. Thus, the 
cynical Cabinet policy towards the Haitians is shown to be open 
collaboration with the butcher Baby Doc. 
Important solidarity has been manifested by Quebec workers 
in demos in Montreal (where 1000 militants of United Aircraft 
and Gypsum broadened their demonstration to include demands to 
stop the racist deportations), in Quebec City, and Noranda (where 
miners held a special rally in solidarity with the Haitians). 
Actions are now being planned in Canada. Every possible effort 
must be made ‘to come to the defense of the Haitians. 


"Most people who have come to Canada from Haiti sold everything 
to get here, so going back home they have nothing to go back to. 
Because of the economic crisis they have not been able to save money 
from the low-paying jobs they could get here, so wherever they go 
back to they face economic hardship as a start. Because most of the 
countries these people of the Third World come from are very unde- 
mocratic themselves, people going back there will obviously have to 
either side with the petty-bourgeoisie which they can't do because 
their incoie won't permit them to do that, or they are going to 
have to engage in struggle. 

Haiti is different from the other islands. In places like Trini- 
dad and Jamaica you have some breathing space--the police are bru- 
tal but they are not immediately on your báck. In Haiti, the fact 
that these people have, by their leaving Haiti, declared thémselves 
political prisoners, means that they will at least be imprisoned at 
Port Dimanche, where you live for about a year at most. You die 
of malnutrition, dysentery, diarrhea and cholera and just about 
any disease. It's probably about the most barbaric prison in the 
world. So people going back to Haiti will at best be put in jail 
before they die; at worst they will be executed summarily within 
a month or so after they arrive, So that the Haitian question is 
much more intense and pressing than going back to India. Sending 
people back to Haiti is sending them back to their death even if 
some were not involved politically when they left. But they have 
declared themselves opponents of the regime and in doing so they 
have further exposed the barbarity of the Duvalier dictatorship. 
That exposure has led in the past not only to the execution of 
people in Haiti, but to people being executed in North America by 
the coünterrevolutionary arm of the Haitian dictatorship. Duvalier 
has spies all over North America and Europe. 

People have been hurt and in cases where they cannot be hurt 
their families have been hurt. In other words quite likely many of 
tne people who are here now fighting deportation, if they do not 
get deported their families will get hurt. Duvalier will say 'well, 
okay, you all oppose my regime so we will deal with you through 
your family' and he does that all the time--a whole family will 
just be wiped out." 
--ROSIE DOUGLAS, excerpt from interview with OLD MOLE (see inside) 


ED INPERIALIST AID TO BABY DOC DUVALIER! 


DEFEAT RACIST IPMIGRATION POLICY! 


